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( 6 ) 

will be as heretofore on the intermediately modified assessment (column 
4 ), giving a balance of Rs. 3.53 on. the original summary demand^ 
sanction for the present yeai ta the modification, as in column 4, will 
enable the Rs. 353 to be authoritatively exhibited as "nominal 
balance'' in the year s papers, and which has (a& explained in my. 
letter on the balances for 1860-61^ No. 114 datedSlst May 1801 ) beeni 
hitherto done unaiUhoontativeli/, 

6. As regards the remaining 48 villages entered in the statement, 

1. Chack Rohilia. for this parganah (Wattii), the revised assess- 

2. KiindDara. inentwas(exc8ptingthe last three, as per margin,, 

3. Ganj Bakhsh Sani. which are allnvial, and have been, separately 
disposed of, vide No. 69 dated 6th April 1861), fixed and announced 
by Mr. Oliver in 18o9, and entered in the district qistbandi 
for 1860-61, but no competent sanction has ever been solicited, and 
this is now required. The assessment appears, as far as I can judge, 

* R 16 676 suitable, and I would beg that it be now con- 

firmed,*^ as the present qistbandi entry is^ 
unauthorized, but was in 1860-61 included in the i^nt-roU in conform- 
ity with Financial Commissioner's instructions to the Coimnissioner 
(No. 2113 dated 29th May 1860) that no revenue was to be kept off' 
the books, in view to getting the apparent confusion into some compre- 
hensible and definite shape. 

7. This pai^anah^ comprises 129 villages; of these 99 (numbered 

* B P h M 1 t with red ink in the statement ) were regularly 

settled in 18o7-58, but no authorization to this, 
assessment was ever solicited. In the qistbandi of 1861-62 ( as fully 
explained in the letter I sent for your perusal. No 229 dated 30th May 
1861), the Deputy Commissioner was directed to enter this assessment ;, 
but, instead of doing this, he exhibited in that document the revised 
demand of 79 villages ( which exceeded the former demand ), and for 
20 villages still retained the summary settlement demand, which 
exceeded the revised demand, on which latter he acted,, thus creating a. 
balance of Rs. 4,426, which was shown as nominal. Authorization to the^ 
revised settlement of these 99 villages, which amounts to Rs. 13,282,. 
and which has been in operation since 1857-58^ i& now solicited, ta 
legalise the collections, adjust the balance which will appear for the^ 
current year, and to enable accuracy in the next qistbandi. 

8. The remaining 30 villages of parganah Malout were settled 
by Mr. Oliver in 1853-54, as shown in the statement, and were entered 
in the qistbandi of 1860-61. The jamas are progressive, except in 
five instances. No sanction has ever been solicited ; it is. proposed that 
this assessment be confirmed 

9. This parganah* contains 45 villages, which in 1847 to 1852-55 

* n r>«^««r,oT, TtroT,^,*o«^ wcre Summarily settled for three years,. 

• C. Parganan Manajani. _ . . r- i»ii < -i i 

which assessment is still acted on, as per column 
3 of the statement. As the proposed revised assessment has not yet 
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been annoimcecl, no recommendation can yet be made* This will be 
done as in the former cases, and wiH be reported at tlie same time. 
10. It will thus be seen that the revised settlement in — 



TaMls. 
Sirsa 
i Sahuwala 



} 



Have been aulhoritalively sanctioned. 



In i Sahfiw^a ^ rp j^^ ^gessment will be declared in December 

'^ Gadah.^^ \^^ ^^' ^^^®^'^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

In Tahsil Fa^ilkd :— 



^ 35 villages. — ^The revised assessment to be 
announced during the season, and in the meantime 
sanction to the intermediate modification on sum- 
mary settlement, whereby a yearly balance of 
Wattuparganah.-{ Rs. 353 is caused, be solicited. 

45 villages. — (Rs. 15,670 revised jama) announ- 
ced in 1859, and acted on since 1860-61, to be 
l^ authoritatively sanctioned. 



r 



Malout parga- 
nah. 



^ 



99 villages, — Settled in 1857*58, and assess- 
ment accepted in that year, from which date the 
revised assessment, Rs. 13,282, has been acted on, 
should be now authoritatively sanctioned. 



30 villages. — Settled in 1855, progressive 
jamas (estates reclaimed from the waste), sanction 
i^to which should be obtained. 



Mahajani 
ganah. 



par: 



^ 



The entire parganah was summarily settled in 
1847, which has been to this day acted on and 
entered in the qistbandi, as revised assessment has 
not been announced, for the report will, as in the 
case of "Gad^h" and part of parganah Wattu, b© 
^hQreafter furnished. 



11. 



I trust I may have sufficiently elucidated what must be 
pronounced a very confused state of matters. My letter to Mr. Oliver, 
No. 229 dated 30th May 1861, which I sent for your perusal, will have 
already explained the slate of the case. With the current year, 
however, all difficulties will cease, and all will be arranged to ensure 
strictly accurate entries in the qistbandis of the Sirsa District for 
1862-63. 
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t'fom ^. Naesmyth, Esq., Offg, Commissioner and SupeAntendeni 
HissdvDivision, to the Financial Com.m,issioner fof thePanjdbt 
No. 45 dated Hissdr the ^3rd Aprit 1863, 

In contmuatiori of this ofice if o. 48 dated 3rd April 1862, and 

From Financial Com- iiireferefice to yourNo. 1335 dated I7th idem,and 

iniBBioner, N0.734 dated pre vi Oils dorrespondence lioted in the margin, I 

8th Februaiy 1861 have now the honoi' to i^eportthefinal completion 

S3rd March 1861 * ofthe regular settlement of the Sirsa District of 

this Division, and to submit the prescribed state- 
ments thereto pertaining. 

2. The regular settleme^nt of ttis district commenced in 1852 

Tahsil Sirsa, parganahs Vi^der the orders of the Government of the North- 

JSirsa arid Darbah. Western Provinces. Prior to the disturbances of 

Jahsil^ Rori'^'^^^*' ^^^*^' the settlement of a portion of the Sirsaand 

pargana on. Sahiiwala tahsil jurisdictions, as per margin, 

had received authoritative sanction. l?he Mutiny interrupted the 

N Rii A A ^P^^ations in parganah H^nia of the Sirsa tah- 

^3rd* June i860, from^^e- ^H, which, however, were resumed in 1858, and 

cretarytoGoTerrment to finally received the approval of thePanjdb Govern- 

Financial Commissioner; ment, as per margin. 

3. There remained for settlement the entire tahsil of FdzilkSi 
<bomprising the parganahs of Malout, Wattu, and Mah«4jani, and one 
parganah, Gddah, of the Sdhuw&la jurisdiction. It is with this, the 
larger portion of the Sirsa District, that we have now to do, the 
tegular settlement of which having been Completed is submitted for* 
superior sanction. 

4. "fhe Summary settlement of these pargahabs stood as follows .'— * 

{Wattu tls. 18,945 

Malout ,, 18,532 

Mahdianl „ 4,378 

S^htiwala Gudah „ 41,105 

The revised assessments show a total increase of Rs. 6,800 tbus distri- 
buted :— ^ 

Increase, Decrease. 

( Wattu Rs. 18,214 „ 731 

Fazilk^..,.. -{ Malout „ 23,532 5,000 ... 

( Mahdjani „ 6,178 1,800 

Sdhtiw&la Gfidaii „ 41,105 



i » * 



Total Rs.... 6,800 731 

As explained in former communications,* the summary settle- 
*vr iQo J-* .a oi 4. ments had been fixed at various times, and con- 

* Wo. 18» datea zist .-i-i-i. t»j ^ i?,«"Lj 

geptember 1861, paras, siderable irregularity and some contusion had 
8 to 6, and No. 48 dated been permitted. In i860 and 1861 matters were) 
3rd April 1^2. systematized, and frcm 1.862-63 the revised 

, assessments werc^ under your authorization, brought on the rent-roll* 
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6. Tho physical features of the country and the character of thd 

population, together with other matters of interest 

t No. 102 dated 14th bearing thereon, will be gathered from Mr. Oliver's 

April 1863, report,"|* who, long resident in the Sirsa District, is 

well qualified to furnish information on such 
particulars. Tho inhospitable desert and barren waste which some 
twenty years ago this tract is said to have presented, has, under the 
fostering influence of British rule, gradually assumed a more hopeful 
aspect, has become in some parts fairly cidtivated, and throughout is 
marked by signs of progress and improvement. The nomadic and 
restless habits of the aboriginal population have considerably subsided ; 
and although the "Bhati" or "Pachada" villages still bear the impress 
of the unsettled tendencies of the people, the more so as contrasted with 
those of the more industrious and stationary Sikh Jats, who in many 
parts have colonised the country, there is evidently a marked improve- 
ment for the better, which in course of time will no doubt become still 
further apparent. 

6. Of the eastern portion of the district, the lands intersected hy 
Le- te^ No 72 datad ^^® Ghaggar are necessarily the most productive ; 

9tli April 1831, para 4, it seems probable that the waters of this stream: 
r,nd subsequently in miorht be extensively utilized if scientifically sur- 
November 1862. ve|ed and examined Allusion has been made to 

this subject in a separate communication as per margin. The country 
wesb of the Ghaggar, extending to the border of the alluvial tract 
of the Fazilka tahsil, presents a dreary aspect. Water being at a great 
depth from the surface, and generally saline, irrigation fi'om wells is 
impossible. Entirely dependent on the seasons, favorable and timely 
rain fall secures a good harvest, and, what is perhaps more prized by a 
pastoral people, good pasturage for the vast herds of cattle which form 
their chief possession. The prolific character of the soil when rainfalls is 
remarkable, but when, as is but too offcen the case in this dry region, 
thisfails, the whole faceofthecountrybecomesabarrenand desolate waste. 
I have seen it under both aspects ; it is in a country such as this that 
men learn really to appreciate the inestimable blessing of timely and 
sufficient rain-falL 

7. The soil of this part of the district alternates between sand and 
hard clay ; the formerappears to b3 increasiijg and gradually covering 
the latter; it is driven in from the south-western desert by the violent 
sand storms which prevail in these parts, and large ridges are formed 
wherever any obstacle (such as the Customs hedge) opposes itself. 
Trees are scarce, and even where such are found by a village well or 
tank, they are rather shrubs than worthy oF the more dignified, 
appellation of trees; the "Karil" (Capparis Aphylla), "Jand," and such 
like, are indigenous. Tradition indeed points to a remo6j time when 
this part of the country is said to have been more productive, and to 
have been watered by streams, the sandy channels of which are pointed 
out, and which certainly seem to indicate something of the kind. Eemaina 
of wells and even Persian wheels have also been discovered embedded 
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in the deap sand in the vicinity of these channels. It seems possible 
that the Qhaggar may have formerly followed other courses, and that 
these are the channels in which it once flowed. The volume of water 
brought down by this stream must in former times (when the demand 
for irrigation was less) have been considerable and sufficient to have 
flowed over this flat country in more than one channel. 

8. Within eightorninemilesof Fdzilka, the country dips into what 
may be termed the alluvial tract; hero the character of the country and 
soil perceptibly changes ; vegetation improves ; and, as the Satlaj is 
neareJ, fine crops and rich pasturage meet the eye; the parganah 
Watta comprises thia part ox the Fazilka tahsIL 

9. It is obvious that, under the circumstances above referred to, 
this district is in a transition stata, and that the assessment should bo 
very light; it will be observed that this has been carefully attended to, 
Ta3ie a^s3S3m3iit3 have boan in operation now for sometime, and the 
best evidence as to their suitableness .appears in the facility with which 
the Government d3mand has been realized, and in the fact that, save 
in one instanee (wliieh has b33a daly ceniiJerel, and r3gariing which 
a separate reference is made), I heard no complaints fr^m the peeple^ 
though I carefully sought for information on the subiect during a 
tour of som3 duration in the celd season, in the course of which every 
part of the Sirsa District was visited. I therefore confilently re3om- 
mead the prepensed assassment for the confirmation of Governmant. 

10. The tenures of this district are for the most part zamm- 
dari; several partitions have already taken place. The position of the 
hereditary tenants, it will ba noted, is generally more favorable than 
exists elsewhere,— the faet being that many of these ac3ompanied the 
original colonists, and rendered them important assistance in the clear- 
ing and formation of the lands and villages. Though not considered 
as entitled to share as proprietors, they were in many instances clearly 
entitled to special consideration, and thus many have, with the consent 
of the proprietors, been exempted altogether from payment of malik^na, 
whilst others have to pay but a nominal rent, sufficient to define the 
status, without too suddenly clashing with former usage. 

• 

11. It appears to me that in some instances the position of there 
hereditary tenants might more properly have been fixed as that of sub- 
proprietors, similar to the " Kirsan-kadim " tenure o^ the Hissdr 
District; but as this was not taken into consideration when the other 
portions of the district were authoritatively settled, and as these are 
precisely similarly situated in these particulars, it would have been 
inexpedient to have introduced a new system amongst communities 
often connected by relationship or clanship with those of the already 
settled parganahs. I believe that the arrangements which have been 
no'vir made, wherein each ca'^e has been carefully considered and the 
wislies of the people consulted, give satisfaction to all concerned. 



- " " 12. The cfSt of this settlement, since annexation to the Panj &b 
and its dependencies, hasbeenKs, 14,404-13-6, as per annexed table: — 
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In May 1861 the establishment was dischai^d, and what w'ork remained 
was prepared by the ordinary district establishment, 

13. As regards the duration of the settlement noW imported on, 
I would recommend that it be fixed for 13 years from 1863-64, i. ft, 
up to 1875-76 (inclusive); by this means it'wiU terminate with the 
Bettlemant ofRania parganah, sanctioned by the Panj ab Government 

p h ^ above noted, and thus enable revision at the 

' . ' same time. The parganahs noted in the margin 

Siraa. \ ""*" iia.vs been sanctioned by the North-Western 

(DarEaii. Provinces Government, viz., Darbah to 1872-73, 

SabfiwUa. f Eori. Sirsa and Rori, to 1873-74. On the expiration of 

' these terms it Would -be desirable that they 

should he continued for the period intervening up to 1875-76, and 

thus there will be an opportunity for simultaneous revision of the 

settlement of the entire district, instead of by aectiona, which is a 

confused and unsystematic arrangement. 

14. Extra Assistant Commissioners Ganga Parshfid and Mehtab 
Singh are reported to have rendered eflGcient aid in the work of thia 
settlement. The former officer was specially deputed to Sirsa for thia 
purpose. I think Mr. Oliver failed to make as much use of his 
experience in settlement work as he might and should have dona, 
considering his own limited knowledge of the subject, and which would 
have been specially valuable, and would have tended to expedite tie 
completion of the work, 

15. I will not delay the submission of these papers by any further 
Temarks. I greatly regret the delay which has already occuiTed, and 
■which, I am bound to state, has been entirely owing to the very dilatory 
action of the Deputy Commissioner; indeed, had not considerable official 
pressure been brought to bear on him, the matter seemed likely to be 
indefinitely delayed. Up to thia date three of the statemente have 
not been submitted, hut I trust will come to hand ere this is 
despatched ; but whether received or not I can no longer po8tppH& 
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the casei wWcli I am anxious to dispose of, as promised in my Revenue 
Eeport for 1861-62, within the current year, and which I had 
confidently hoped I should have been enabled earlier to have accom^ 
plished. . 



From J. H. Olivee, Esq,, Deputy Commissioner Sirsa, to the 
Commissioner and Superintendent Hissdr Division, No, 102 
dated Sirsa, the lUh April 1863. 

The settlement of this district having been concluded, and a fair 

« . . ^ XXI * X trial fifiven to the assessment fixed on the estates. 
Revision Qi settlement -r -, ^ ,^ •» , i.iji. . ,i 

K)iE the Sirsft district, 1 have the honor to submit this my report on the 

portion of the district the revenue of which was 

revised by me. • 

2. Before entering on the subject, I must here state what was 
done by my predecessor. Captain Robertson, who introduced the settle- 
pieni, and what was left for me to do. 



3. This district has three tahsil circles, each of which have 

fi:om two to three taluqas, known here as 
parganahs, thus:— 



Tahsil circles. 



Tahsil. 


Taluqas or parganahs. 


No. of villages. 


oixsa •*« *•■ ... 

fi&htiwMa ... ... ... 

Fazilka ... 


Sirsa 

Kknia 

Darba 

Giidah 

Rori 

Wattu 

Mah^jani ... . 

Malout 


72 
86 
44 
149 
10 

45 
129 


3 


s 


619 



4. * In 1862 the revision of assessment waai commenced by 
■D • • t i-xiJ-. X Captain Robertson, who took up first taluda 

Revision of settletment t\ t j.i_ o* xi. t> • i t»-c • mi*' 

of parganahs Darba, Sir- i->arba, then birsa, then Kon amd Rama. Txje 
sa, Rori and R&nia before work of the three first taluqas was completed 
and after the Mutiny. ^nd received the North-Westem Governme4^ 
sanction before the Mutiny. Of the foiirth the work was half finish&d^ 
when thei ]M[uti,ny put a fetop to it. It was not taken up again until 
1858, and completed and reported upon ]by me on 28rd April 1860, 
and duly sftnctiopeid by tjh^ Lieutenant GovernoJl: bf thie P^tnjap. i 
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5. Talaqa Malout was taken np by me when Senior Awistant 
Settlement of parsan>h Superintendent of this district ( Bhatti territory), 

Uiiout befon ths but the work bad to be stopped iu 1857. 

Uutiiij. 

6. To make thia report as concise sa possible, I will adopt 
tabsllw^r. 

TAHSIL SAHUWALA. 

7. The tract known as taluqa Oiidah remained unRettled when 
ReTi»ed iettument of ^ ^^ P"*^ ™ charge of this district The other 

PHganah Oudah. taluqa of Rori, •beloDpng to this tahsil circle, 

had its jama revised, and received competent 
sanction before this district came under the Panjab. 

8. Taluqa Oddah consifits of 149 distinct estatetti it is bounded 
Nninber of estates In on the north by the Patina iUqa, south by tahsil 

ESS°"'?ta1,'i; =W« Si.^" «■« «»* bjr taluqa Rori, on tha 
gonab. 'west tahsil FazilkA and Bikanir territory. 

9. The soil is rouali, a mixture of sand and clay; the propcrticcs 

being nearly three of the former to one of the 

K»tnre of xrfl aai its latter, and this is the prevailing quality through- 

productiTeneas. ^^^ ^^j^ tract, with the exception of an occasional 

sandy piece. The above description of soil ia 
considered most productive, and much sought after by the people of 
the country as being easiest to cultivate, soonest moistened by the 
scanty rain we have in these parts, and retaining moisture longest. 
The sandy soil, though not of equal value, is, notwithstanding 
cultivated, yielding its fiiir proportions and standing the friend of the 
cultivator in seasons of drought, as by the looseness of the soil the 
seed is enabled to penetrate deeply, securing all moisture, and is thus 
enabled to reaiat longest the etiects of the di'ought, remaining green 
when the neighbouring fields of rouali land are quite perched up. 

10. Grains sown in this tract are, in the rains, Jowar, Bajra 

Mot, Til, Oohar, and in the cold season. Barley, 
euplo produce. Sarson and Gram. These seeds are sometimes 

sown separately and at other times mixed, and 
have been observed to yield more abundantly when mixed. The pro- 
duce per acre in an average season is as fi)llowa : — 



,..„, 


Eajit 


JIo!. 


Til. 


GoMr. 


BailBJ. 


a.,.. 


Gram. 


.™.. 


Ki S. C 

J 


-1" 

IT 
JT 


— 


1 

1 


Ud, 


3. C. 

i 


^ 


r 


uj. a c. 




ua. 


3. C 


KJ. 3. C. 


[• 


1 

IT 




f 


JJ, 
_l| 



( 41 ) 



11. There is no well irrigation in this tract owing to the great 
J . . fi A depth of the spiing, which is from 150 to 200 

feet from the surface, and that even of brackish 
water totally unfit for irrigation ; the salt contained in the water 
destroying the productive quality of the soil, as also the crops. The 
few pacca wells existing in this tract are merely for drinking purposes, 
sunk on the edges of tanks from which rain-water is let into the wells by 
means of a pacca drain made for the purpose, thus rendering the water 
in the well fit for drinking, though it will not bear much drawing. 
In continuous seasons of drought the water in almost all these wells 
becomes brackish, but never to the extent of its original acritude. 

12. There are only thirty-nine pacca wells and eighty-seven 

kacha. The greater number of the foimer have 
been built by aid from the Local Funds, being in 

villages on the principal road-sides, thus benefiting both the travellers 
and the inhabitants of the villages. A pacca well is estimated to cost 
from Rs. 1,000 tc 1,500. The weUsare mere excavations of three to four 
feet in diameter, which are dug down until sand is reached, when the 
sides are propped up by pieces of stick about 1 J foot in length and two 
inches in circumference, which are placed all round with the ends 
crossing each other. 

13. The crops are entirely dependent on the rains, which, should 
Crops dependent on ^^^7 ^^^^ *^^ harvest is destroyed, a^ neither 



WeUs. 



rains. 



streams nor canals run through this taluqa. 



I4f. The races inhabiting this tract are the Mdlwa Sikh Jats, 
Kaces of men. Bhattis, and Bagris in proportion as follows : — 



Sikh Jdts. 


Bhattis. 


Bagris. 


Total. 


No. of 
villages. 


Souls. 


No. of 
villages. 


Souls. 


No. of 
villages. 


Souls. 


No. of 
villages. 


Souls. 


89 


16,230 


38 


7,080 


22 


4,266 


149 


27,676 



Of these the agricultural portion are — 



Sikh Jats. 



Souls. 



16,025 



Bhattis. 



Souls. 



6,769 



Bagris. 



Souls. 



4,204 



Total. 



Souls. 



26,986 



a 
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A^d non-agricultvirists — 



Souls, 


Souls. 


i 

Souls, 


. ,i^ 

Souls, 


207 

■■•■' '■ > r • -• 


321 




e9Q 

' ■ ij 



15; This tract contains 504,816 acres, of which 199,057 ara 

under cultivation, and 281,575 culturable waste, 
leaving 23,961 ?icres as Ib^gren or unproductive, 
a*id 223 acres lakhir&ji or mdfi. 



Area. 



Assessment. 



16. Tb© assessment has been fixed according to the Sah^ranp^r 

niles, that is, the net produce to the proprietonsii 
is ascertained. fro|n which the village servant,road, 

a;id school expenses are deducted, and the balance divided into halves ; 
one-half being given to the proprietors, apd th^ otter half forming th^ 
Qovernment demand, 

17. By this means the village expenses of servants, &c., arQ 
shared equally by the proprietors and the Government. For example, 
I will assume that the rent rates of a village yield Rs. 1,000 Q Q 

Deduct — 



Chaukid^ra Es. S6 

BaUhar „ 12 

Road and school \ 
Funds at 1 per |- „ 10 















Rs. 58 








V^-Lit. J ^— 








,. 2)942 
« 471 











Is the Government jama, thus leaving a profit to the proprietorg 

XvS. ^ / X . 

18. For better proporticnicg the assessment this tract wag 

divided into three cliaks agreeably to its 
ir.rt XwW topographical features, and the rutes applied 
features. accordingly. 

19. The whole of the taluqa has been colonized within the last 

50 years, that portion lying next to the Patiala 

Colonization of par- teiritor3' being the first which was inhabited from 

ganah G (idah, chak 1st. ^^iQ larger villages in the Patiala State. The inha. 

titajxts, beiyig Sikh Jats, are the b^st cultivators, ani have brought their 
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lands into a more forward condition, 'producing the largest quantity 
and the greatest variety of grains, and, accordingly, were assessed with 
the highest rate, four annas per acre* 

20. The secoiid chak is formed of the portion inhatited later 

than the first, and consequently is in a less advanced 
formation of second state of agricultural prospects ; the rate here 
^^®^» applied is three annas six pie per acre. 

Si. The third chak is the one most recently inhabited,and where 

the pastoral tribes predominate ; the rate here 
formation of third applied is three ailnas per acre* 

22. The culturafele waste, after giving a deduction of half and 

one-third according to the nature of the estate, is 
Assessment of cultur- uniformly assessed at three pie per acre, except 
fcble waste. • ^^ those estates where cultivation exceeds the 

waste, when the latter is entirely exempted from assessment, 

23. Although these rates are considered very light, still In fixing 

the Government demand I bore in mind any 
Mode followed in estate particularly impoverished, and relieved it 
fcssessment; -^^ reducing the demand below the average revenue 

rate; for instance, since giving out the jama, Dasu Khurd, No. 67 in 
the general statement, required some further relief ; although the assess- 
ment fii*3t fixed was realized the first year, still, the proprietors being 
poor, the estate has been relieved of Rs. 25 per annum for the 
next five years, after which the original jama will have to be paid for 
the rest of the settlement term. 

24. This tract was taken from tlie Patiala Chief by our Govern- 

ment in 1837 ; the reason for such is not trace- 

QMlh%/lhr7'^^^.». ' ^^^^ ^^ ^y^^ ^®^®' ^"^ ^^ ^^ supposed to have been 
Chief. because it belonged to the Emperor of Dehli, aUd 

was encroached upon by the Patiala Chief. 

25. The first settlement made ty our Government was by Major 

Thorsby in 1838. It was a summary settlement 
First settlement by to last four years, but was continued until the 
British Gbyernment, present regular settlement was introduced. 

20. The revenue fixed oil thesd estates by Major Thorsby was lis. 

23,022, but was subsequently reduced 

settS^ndt^rSfiXd'^ i" One and increased in eight villages 

the present. as per matgm, owing to the jamad 

Fattehpur. being too high in the first, and re-assess- 

* 1. Burjbhangu. ^^^*' required by the prot)rietors of the 

2. BiruwaiaGddab. latter owing to the dissensions amongst 

?' ^^^^^^?- them. The present assessment gives 

i' l^f anr""^ Rs. 41,080, being an increase over the 

6. G^idah. Summary settlement, including Rs. 1,091 

7. Lakhuwanat. mcreased on the above eight estates, of Rs. 

8, Manawaii, 17 017 
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86. Taking the number of women as a fair estimate for thei 

number of married men, there will be a fourth 
Cause of increase of ^f ^j^^ Hindu aorricultural men unmarried, and 

Muliarxiniadan popula- , of\ i.-i i j. • j j 

tionover the Hindu. I'-^y child to every married man or woman ; and 

Muhammadan more than a half unmarried, and 
1*71 child to eaoh married ma.a or Worn in. This slight difference in, the 
proportion of children in the two castes is easily accounted for by the 
fact that the Hindus marry early, and the women, though married, 
and entered in the column as such, have not all attained the age of^ 
puberty. Amongst the non-agriculturists more than a half of the 
Hindu men are unmarried, and 1*33 child to every Woman. Ther 
Muhammadans, on the contrary, have one-ninth unmarried, and l'58r 
child to every woman, thus showing that the Muhammadan population 
is increasing at a greater ratio than the Hindu ^ 

37. The Sikh J^ts and Bagris ftre all Hindus, the former hav- 

ing immigrated from the Patiala States, and the 

Immigration of prin- latter from those of Bikaner aiid Jodhpiir ; th^ 

cipai tribes inhabiting ^ g j nieanlug inhabitant of Bagar or 

the parganah Gtidah. o & . j ® i_x 

sandy tracts. The latter give their daughtera 
Sikh Jats and Bagris. in marriage to the former, whose daughters only^ 

marry in their own tribe. 

38. The Muhammadans are termed Pachadas, or people of the west 
^, ,. „ ^ ^ havinor originally come from Gujvat and Jasalmir 
Bhattisor Pachadas. ^^^^ °^^^ Ibmerly Hindus, but turned Muham ; 

madan, says tradition, in the time of Firozshah, Emperor of Dehli^ 
A. D. 1335 ; they still frequently term themselves Rajpdts. 

39. These Muhammadan or PachMa villages have been formed 
since our rule from the old Bhatti villages on the banks of the Ghaggar. 

40. The total number of agricultural population of this tract is 

35,239, being in the proportion of 1 to 14 acres 

Proportion of agricui- on the total area, and 1 to 5§ acres of culti- 

tnrai population to a yation. The yield of this latter, calculated 

^ ' at 4J maunds per acre, is equal to 25 maunds 

The yield of cultiva- and 20 sers of grain, or Rs. 17, from which 

*lSt ^^^P"*^^* ^ *^" deduct the rent of 5§ acres at seven ana& six 

^ ^^® pie per acre, a balance of Rs. 14-5-6 is left to 

each soul of the agriculturists. Taking the average of food for each 

person at one ser per diem, equal to Rs. 6 per annum, the profit to 

each agriculturist is Rs. 8-5-6, or per family Rs. 29-3-3. 

41. The cultivation of this tract is carried on by 7,099 ploughs, or 

Ploughs ^^ ^^^® ^ ^^^^ plough. Camels, as well as bul- 

locks, are employed in tillage ; 988 ploughs are 
drawn by the former, and 6,111 by the latter. 

Cattle, . f^' "^^^^^^ ^^^ 42,601 head of horned cattle 

in this taluqa, being nearly four to each family. 



an average is Rs. 95 per annum, none re- 
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43. The mdfis in this tract are small, being in all 223 acres 
^ « These were released to religious people by the 

Patidla chiefs before this tract came under our 
rule; aud although the holders uninterruptedly e^BJoyed these mdfis to 
the present time, they have never been confirmed to the mdfidarship 
by our Government. 

44. The cause of this may be attributed to this tract having 
never undergone a regular settlement, nor any investigations having 
^ver before been made into their holdings. 

45. I have instituted a thorough enquiry into these m6£a, and 
%eg to append a. statement showing which are to be continued. 

46. Of 149 estates in this tract, 142 are Kh^sa and 7 Jagir, 
J . belonging to the Shdzddpur Chief, Sarddr 

^ ' Shewkirpdl Singh. The revenue of the latter 

is collected by an agent of that chief, we merely retaining the police 
jadministration. 

47. Thirty-three patw&ris have been appointed ; their pay on 

an average is Rs. 95 
ceiving less than Rs. 69. 

48. The rural police consists of 142 chaukidars at Rs. 3 per 
Rural lice mensem, and 148 baldhars or raptis at Ks. 

^ 1 per month ; the total cost per annum of 

these being Rs. 6,888, or Rs. 16-12-3 per cent, on the Government 
demand ; but only half of this percentage is paid by Government, 
the other half being met by the land-holders from their profits. This 
seemingly large sum is absolutely necessaiy to keep up an efficient 
body of rural police, without which there would be no real security 
for property, taking into consideration the peculiar position of this 
district, being a narrow ^trip in midst of foreign States. 

49. Taluqa Rori, within the circle of this tahsil, was settled 

from 1854-55 to 1873-74; and in order that the 

Teraiination of revised settlement ofthe whole circle should terminate 

^^ttement of parganah ^^ the same period, the jamas of estates in this 

tract were given out for 12 years, commencing 
from 1862-63 to 1873-74. 

TAHSIL FAZILKA 

50. Is formed of tracts to the extreme north of the district. It 

has 1,246 square miles, and is composed of the 

Extent and boundary tracts known asparganahs Malout, Mahajani, Wattu, 

of tahsil FizUk^. ^^^ ji^g^ B^l^^jj. . ^^ jg bounded on the north 

by the river Satlaj, on the east by tahsil Muktsar, in district Firoz- 
pur ; south by tahsil Sdhuwdla, in this district ; and west by the terri- 
tories of Bhdwalpur ajxd Bikaner, 
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51. Why the two first appellations should have been given to 
these tracts is really difficult to understand, as they have no distinguish- 
ing topographical features, and, when ceded to us, had not these separate 
names, but were made over as one tract. These names appear to have 
been given afterwards in 1840 when the Revenue Survey came into 
the district. 

52 The tracts of Mahdjani and Maloutcame into our possession in 

1873 from the Chiefs of Patidla, Ndbha, Kythal, 
Cession of parganahs Shdzidpur, Amauli, and Jhamba. The reasons for 
known as Mahdjani and their cession aie the same as those for parganah 
Ma^°^^' Giidah, in tahsil Sahuwdla, and occurred at the 

same time. They contained 23 inhabited villages, lying principally on 
the border of what is now tahsQ Muktsar, in district Firozpdr. 

53. The Revenue Survey of 1840-41 showed that these tracts 

contained 505,442 acres, of which 242,441 were 

Area of parganalis within the boundaries of 22 estates, and 263,001 

Mahajani ^^^. J^^^""^^ waste. In the midst of this waste was the village 

the ti^ ot Revenue of Ubohar, which had no boundary defined, and 

Survey in 1840-41. the proprietors of which had the lease of the whole 

of the waste, then a pastoral plain. 

54. The first settlement this tract underwent was in 1838, when 

a summary settlement was made by Major Thorsby 
Summary settlement to last three years, but was continued until the 
of parganahs Malout introduction of the revised one, which forms the 
and Mahdjani in 1838. g^^j^^t of this report. The jamas fixed by Major 
Thorsby amounted to Rs. 8,450, and were collected annually, except 
in seasons of great drought, when remissions were granted. 

55. During the currency of the summary settlement the immense 

pastoral waste was from time to time apportioned 
Settlement of waste into kheras ( a tenn used for grants of specified 
land in parganalis extent to form estates ), and leased to parties who 
Malout and Mah&]ani. jj^^^j^i grated from the Bikaner and Pati^la terri- 
tories, as also to some of the monied men of the old villages, who from 
their status had ^e very capability for colonizing the grants. The result 
is that there are now 174 distinct estates inhabited, and the Revenue 
increased from Rs. 8,450 to Rs. 20,410 the fii-st year, and Rs. 29,710 
the last year of the present settlement. 

56. The tract known as Malout parganah has 129 estates; of these 

30 were formed in 1853-54 and 1854-55 in the 

Parganah Malout, as hitherto uncolonized land, and leased for 20 years 

at present. on progressive jamas according to instructions 

* No 3749 dated llth r^ceivedfrom the Government of the North- Western 

September 185*2. Provinces, as per margin, the settlement of which, 

together with similar allotments in parganah 
Mahdjani, was reported on the 2nd January 1857, but sanction had not 
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l^een received when the mutiny broke out, and therefore I have 
included those estates also in the statements now sent up for sanction. 

57. As, however, these grants were leased on specific instructions 

received from the Government of the North- 
New-fonned estates Western Provinces, fixing the extent and revenue 

m parganah Malout. ^f ^^^ j ^jj ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^j^^^^ casually, 

SO as to comprise in this report the whole of the tracts of this tahsil, 
and append copy of Government order and my report made on the 
completion of the arrangements for their leases, and beg reference to the 
same for particulars. Although these allotments or estates were leased 
on the gradually increasing revenue, still I do not think them capable 
of yielding the higher rates of Rs. 300 and 400 respectively fixed 
to be paid on the last five and three years of the term of the settlement, 
and would again repeat that the demand should not go beyond 
Rs. 200 per annum, owing to these estates being newly formea and 
incapable of giving returns beyond that sum. It is better, therefore, to 
reduce the demand at once than to give remissions year after year and 
have a large nominal amount merely on the rent roll, 

68. Excluding the grants, the num- 
No. of estates brought under ber of estates which have now come 

regular settlement in parganah nrif1p>. ypo-nlor s*-HlpTnpnt arp QO pomnris- 

Malout to the exclusion of new- jmaer regular seuiemeni aie yy, compris- 
lormed estates, ing 354,132 acres; thus — 

Cultivation 65,246 

Culturable 259,819 

Barren 29,007 

59. The description of soil is lu every respect the same as that of 

Gudah, for in fact it is only a continuation of the 
Description of soil. latter ; but this tract, being the last colonized, is 

far less advanced in agricultural prospect than 
Giidah, and hence the rates of assessment are much lo^er, being one 
ana and seven pie per acre on cultivation, four and a half pie per 
acre on culturable waste ; as the whole soil is of one description, and no 
greater advance in cultivation made in one locality than the other, the 
rates applied are the same throughout the parganah, 

60. The same principle was adopted in 
System of assessment, assessing this taluqa as that of Gudah, i, e., half 

rent rates for Government demand. 

61. Bdjra, Mot, Til," Gowar and Jowar are 
Staple produce^ the staple crops, each producing in an average 

fair season per acre:— 

H 
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Bajra. 


Mot. 


Til. 


Gowar. 


Jow£,r. 


Mds. 


sers. 


Mds. 


sers. 


Mds. 


sers. 


Mds. 


sers. 


Mds. 


sers. 


4 


•• * 


2 


20 


2 


»t • 


2 


« t • 


4 


• • • 



or on an average 2 maunds 3o sers of grain, which, at the medium 
rates of the past five years, will be equal to Re. 1-14; thus the three anaa 
two pie per acre fixed as the rent rate forms only ninth part of the 
produce, leaving to each of the cultivatirg population Re. 1-11 per 
acre, or on the whole cultivated Rs, 1,10,102 as profits to 10,582 soulS| 
being Rs. 10-7 per soul. 

62. In some few Sikh villages, gram and bai*lcy are sown as cold- 
weather crops. 

63. There are no streams through this tract, nor is there any 

well irrigation. The depth of the spring is too 
Irrigation. great, being from 150 to 200 feet, to admit of such, 

and the cost of building a pacca well being from 
Rs. 1,200 to 1,500, is too large an outlay for these newly-established 
colonists to meet. Those in existence at present have all been con- 
structed by aid from the Local Funds, which contributed one-half or one- 
third, the rest of the cost being borne by the proprietors and inhabitants. 
But these wells are all in the villages on the side of main roads ; they 
are 17 in number. 



64. There is generally a kacha well in each village, except where 
the spring is too brackish to be of any use. Communities so situated 
get their drinking water from the nearest well, and in the hot seasons 
the inhabitants of many villages have to perform daily journeys of 
ft*om eight to ten miles for this purpose, 

65, I proposed in my report on the settlement of the waste lands 
that a fund should be formed of contributions in equal proportions by 
the Government and the proprietors throughout the district, with 
which pacca wells should be constructed in each village, as, although 
at first the spring in some of the wells would be brackish, still, after 
admitting rain water into them for two or three years, the spring 
would turn sufficiently sweet to be used ; but that report does not 
appear to have met with Government consideration, owing, no doubt, 
to the troubled times of 1857. I repeated my views in another report 
made to the Commissioner of Hissar on the 19th March 1861, No. 119, 
but this also, I am sorry to say, was equally unsuccessful. 
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66. The populatiou of this tract is-— 
Agriculturists 10,587 

N on-agricultuiists 1,128 
or 22 souls per square mile, exclusive of the grants. 



Population* 



Cattle. 



Mad. 



67. The number of cattle is estimated at 
32,682 head. 

68. There is no mdfi in this tract. 



69. The assessment was given out on 7th January 1857, but 

owing to the mutinies the work of completing 

Announcement of the records was stopped, and not taken up until 

assessment of parganah ^f^^. the late famines. The jamas fixed have 

been collected with ease, being light, and, I have 
no doubt, will continue to be so to the end of settlement term. 



Tenures. 



70. The tenures are mostly zamindari; 
they are : — 



Zamindari. 


Bhayacbara. 


Pattidari. 


Total, 


117 


2 


10 


129 



71. Hereditary cultivators are few ; their privileges are the 
Hereditary and non- same as those detailed for parganah Gudha. 

Jiereditary cultivators. The non-hereditary cultivating at the will of 
proprietors from year to year. 

72. The population of this tract is composed of Sikh Jats, who 

have immigrated from the Sikh States of Pati^la, 
Description of popu- Jamba, and Muktsar ; Bagris from the Bfkanir 
^^^°"" territory ; and Pachddas from the villages on tho 

banks of the Ghaggar and the Bhawalpur State. These are : — 



Sikh Jdts. 


Bagris. 


Pachadas. 


Total. 


Souls. 


Souls. 


Souls. 


Souls. 


3,161 


2,103 


6,451 


11,715 



73. The two first are Hindus, but the last Muhammadans. Among 
the Bagris, who are also Jats, there are some Visniis, or followers of, 
Vishnii's precepts. They also have come from the Bikanir territory 
and therefore are enumerated amon^ the Baorris. Their habits are in 
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ev-ery respect like ordinary Hindus, except that they are not 
prohibited from eating their food with shoes on, and always bury their 
dead, who, immediately on dying, are placed in a sitting posture and 
allowed to get stiff, when they are buried in the same posture in the 
floor of houses where their cattle are kept. There is also some diflTer- 
ence in the marriage ceremony of those people from that of the 
ordinary Hindus; since both the Hindu and Muhammadan custom 
is followed, inasmuch as in reading the marriage ceremony passages 
from the Koran are repeated intermixed with those from the Shdstar. 
The girl is made to sit on a stool with the boy instead ot going round 
the pole seven times as is done amongst the Hindus. The Vishnua 
avoid taking life of any sort, and should any animal be killed trithin 
their estate, they bury it 

74. The origin of this intermixture of the two creeds is, that 
when " Jhamaji, " the originator of this religion set up, he was sent for 
by one of the Dehli kings, and told to introduce some Muhammadan 
form in the religion, which he accordingly did. 

75. The revenue of Malout parganah, including the 30 khiras, 

is Rs. 23,532, being in excess of the former suin^ 
Jama or Land Reve- mary settlement by Rs. 1,426-9-10. This increase 
nue of parganah Malout, jg ij^ainly owing to the spread of cultivation and 
increase of inhabited estates, and, excepting the assessment of the newly- 
formed grants, which I consider high, as before explained, this tract 
may be said to be lightly taxed, which was with a view to the lightness 
of the soil, its new colonization, and the little rain that generally falls 
here. 

76. There are 22 patwdris appointed in the entire tract, and 
p .^/j.ig none get less than Rs. 60 per annum as their 

salary. 

77. The rural police consists of 106 chaukiddrs and 100 bala- 

Rural police ^^^^ ^^ raptis ; they are paid in cash. The 

pay of the former ranges from two to three rupees 
per mensem, and that of the latter one rupee. The number of chau- 
kidars to each village has been calculated at 1 to every 60 houses ; 
and those villages with less than 30 houses are required to keep up a 
balahdr but no chaukiddr, each inhabitant taking his watch in turn. 

78. The cost of the entire body of the rural police, excluding 
balahdrs, is Rs. 3,120 per annum, being at the rate of Rs. 13-8-0 per 
cent, on the jama. 

79. This may appear high ; but when it is considered how these 
estates are scattered and close upon foreign States, some efficient means 
must be adopted to guard property. Besides, this comparison with 
the revenue is no fair criterion, as the revenue is particularly light.. 
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80. Parganah Mahajani is the tract which lies between pargaliahst 

Parganah MaMjani. ^^^^^^ ^nd Wattu. Its area comprises 233 

square miles. When we got possession of this 
tract, it was entirely a desert without a single inhabitant ; its coloniza- 
tion began in 1845, and it now contains 45 inhabited estates ; some of 
these have risen to good-sized villages, but others are yet mere hamlets, 
^vith onlj' six and ten families ; still it cannot be said to be otherwise 
than progressing. 

^j.gjj 81. Its area is divided : — 



t * • 



Cultivated 
Culturable waste ... 
Barren or unproductive 

Total 



Acres, 

19,131 

1,19,372 

11,050 

1,49,553 



82. The products are the same as those in Malout, but the soil, 

though rousli, has less sand and more clay, which 
Products and soil and makes it more productive, and therefore it has 
assessment. ^jg^j^ assessed with a little higher rate than Malout, 

four anas four pie per acre being fixed as rent rate, the half of which 
forms the revenue rate. The culturable is assessed at three pie per 
acre, after exempting one-third of the area ; and the jama attained by 
this means is Rs. 2,928, exclusive of the nine estates given as grants on 
progressive revenue of Rs. 3,250. If this be added to the above, the 
revenue of this tract will be Rs. 6,178, being Rs. 100 over that collected 
prior to the introduction of the present settlement. 



Population. 


83. The population consists of — 








Hindus. 


Muhammadans. 




Total 




Agriculturists ... 
Kon-agriculturists 


1,639 
92 


2,017 

407 




3,656 
499 




Total 


1,731 


2,424 




4,155 





or 17 souls per square mile. 



Tenures. 



84. These are divided as follows : — 
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85. Tlie estates lately established are khana kliali, that Is, their 
" Khana Khali " or pi'^P^letaiy rights have not yet been consigned to 

lately established estates any one, and Government are owners until the 
in which Government terms of lease shall be fulfilled. The best time for 
right. *^' P^^P^^^^y deciding the transfer of proprietary rights will be 

on the revision of the present settlement. The 
number of these is nine estates. 

86. Owing to the smallness of the villages, many of which are 
Rural police. only halmets, no chaukidars have been appointed 

except in seven, the inhabitants of each estate 
taking their turn of watch. 

Patwaris. ^^' ^® ^^ estates are allotted to six patwdria, 

whose pay is Rs. 619 per annum. 

88. This parganah was ceded to our Government in 184?4 by the 
T> 1- ^xr XX J J Nawdb of Bhawalpur in lieu of a similar tract 

Parganah Wat tu ceded . .-i o* ju r x* rm_ ir ii • 

in 1844 by the Nawab of given on the ISmdh frontier. The reasons for this 
Bhawalpur, and cause of transfer were two — 1st, to extend the Customs line 
cession. ^ ^]^q Satlaj, as it was supposed a great deal of 

salt passed through that country without duty ; 
and, 2ndly, to have an officer stationed there with political powers 
watching the movements of the surrounding foreign States of Lahore 
Bhawalpur, Mamdot, and Faridkot. 

89. It contains 202 square miles, and is bounded on the north by 

Area in square mUes ^^® ^}^^^ Satlaj, which separates it from the 
and boundary. Giigaira District ; on the east by taluqa Bhyack, 

fonnerly of Mamdot ildka, and now attached to 
tliis district ; on the south by the strip called parganah Mahdjaui ; 
and west by Bhawalpur territory. 

90. The late Mr. P. A. Vans Agnew was the first officer who 
-- , - . . „x took charge of it from the Bhdwalpur authorities 

Number of estates at . -p, , ^ ^oaa 'j.j.r. • x j i»«^ • t_ -l-x ^ 

the time of cession. m February 1844 ; it then consisted of 29 inhabited 

estates. 

91. The first year's revenue was collected according to the then 
Collection of revenue existing system in kind, which, in consequence of 

in kind. the zammdar s roguery, fell lar short oi the return 

furnished by the Naw^b's authorities. But being 
found on enquiry that the zamlndars caused the grain to be stealthily- 
removed from the thrashing ground during the night, Mr. Vans Agnew 
made them pay the difference in cash between that and the amounts 
said to be collected in the preceding years. 

92. This tract has undergone three summary settlements. The 

e«+4^i..w.^«+o .;««« iri.^ first was concluded by Mr. Vans Agnew for three 
Settlements Bxnce the a -n c^a nc%r\ ±i j-l 

cession. years at Rs. 24,329 per annum ; the second by me 

for five years at Rs. 26,134 ; and the third again by- 
meat a jama of Rs. 18,214. 
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93. The gteat falling-off at the last settlement was owing to 
Cause of decrease of ^^^T^ ^^^^^^^ haying been cut away by the action 

revenue in the last of the river, as also the pnce of gram having fallen 
Bettlement. considerably, which necessitated the decrease of 

the rates. 

94. The cultivation, according to the present measurements, is 

38,126 acres, culturable 86,215, and barren 9,654; 

Meafiurements of dif- but from the capriciousness of the Satlaj, a yearly 

^^^^^L 4^^-* • ^^ * ^?^l reduction and partial increase may be expected in 

and tlie division of the , i i • • j' x i j.\. i i /• j-i 

parganah into kiiadir the estates lying immediately on the bank of the 
and bangar. river. In order to the proper assessment of this 

tract, it was divided first into two portions, one 
the khddir or saildba, and the other the bangar, or that portion the 
cultivation of which can only be carried on by rain ; and the road from 
Firozpur to Bh^walpur, which intersects this tract, and passes through 
the town of Fdzilkd, just divides these two chaks ; and it is astonish- 
ing how perceptible is the difference on either side of this road — that to 
the north or the river side at once taking the appearance of good 
alluvial, whereas that to the south is sandy. 



I. Section — Khddir Lands. 

95. The khadir portion has an area of 46,540 acres and 45 inhabited 
Khadir ; extent of its estates ; its Cultivation occupies 20,383 acres, 
urea and number of es- and is the most luxuriant in the district. 

tates. 

06. No exact estimate can be formed of the well-imgation, as it 

is subject to annual changes, the extent of the 
Irrigation. floods determining the localities in which wells 

are to be dug ; and as these floods vary every year, so also does the well- 
irrigation. 

97. During the 19 years of my residence in this district I have 

observed five years of extensive floods* sendiDg 
18*>2^^and 1856. ^ ' ^^® Water to Upwards of five miles in the interior, 

and other years so low as hardly to fill the 
nalahs. In the former instance the entire khddir tract becomes one 
sheet of cultivation, whereas in low floods nearly half the lands remain 
fallow. This is owing to two causes — first, want of means ; secondly, 
scarcity of hands to make and work the wells. I have seen a " rahat " 
or Persian wheel working day and night before it could inigate»30 
acres of cultivation attached to it, as the crops require to be watered 
four and five times in order to ripen them. This labor being consider- 
ably lightened by the floods, a cultivator is enabled, with comparatively 
little assistance, to till his 30 or 40 acres of land, which, as I have 
before explained, could not be done by well-irrigation. 
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98. One would have thought it impossible for the scanty popula- 
tion of this country to gather the produce of such extensive cultivation 
in time of high floods, and had myself fonned this conclusion; but care- 
ful observation and enquiry have shown that a description of soda 
deposited by the floods impairs the fertility of the soil, which conse- 
quently yields hardly one-half the produce returned by well-irrigation. 

99. I have seen lands producing most luxuriant crops one year 
under well-irrigation, and, the same fields being flooded, the next year 
producing a thin and scanty harvest, this leaving no doubt as to the 
effects of the flood. But again in thick clay soils the efflorescent quality 
of the salt acts as manure upon the land, enabling the roots to pene- 
trate whilst still retaining sufficient fertility to bring the crops to 
maturity. 

100. There are 142 kacha-pacca wells affording irrigation, and 

costing on an average Rs. 200 ; besides these there 
are also kacha wells which must be annually 
renewed, and cost from Rs. 15 to 20 each. 

101. In the khddir lands the kacha wells are easily constructed, 
as the spring is near the surface ; and the jhow, from which wattles are 
formed to protect the sides, grows in great abundance on the banks of 
the Satlaj. 

102. When parganah Wattu first came under our rule, it con- 
tained but two pacca wells, one constructed by the Nawab of Bhdwal- 
pur in the Fort of Sajrana for the use of the garrison, and the other at 
Churewala made by a zammdar for watering his cattle. Since then 
140 pacca wells have been built, and now afford irrigation. 

103. The construction of these wells originated in my persuading 
the lambardars to build one or more in each village in order to afford 
drinking water, which up to that period had been procured from kacha 
wells, the water of which had always a very disagreeable taste and 
smell caused by the decaying of the wattles, and, in my opinion, con-^ 
tributed much to the unhealthiness of the population. 

104. These wells being once constructed, the people began to use 
them for irrigation, as well as for village purposes, and at once appre- 
ciated their superiority to the kacha wells, which led to appliQ||MMb£>r 
takdvi advances. These latter were liberally granted, andr^ ^^W 
now working on lands which had never before been cultivf ^ ^t_ 

105. This portion of the parganah is intersected by se ^^^ 
■^^i^Yifi, ^^' branches of the Satlaj, which \ 

overflow their banks, ^|^|j||^ the lov 
miles, and affording irrigation to the khe 'n o 

by means of temporary wells, which are 
nalahs, and are called " jhaldrs. " 



k 
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106. There are two principal ndlahs known as "Phadi" and 
Principal nalahs, " ^^^^ " which run through the whole width of 

•' Phadi " and "Phat." the khddir tract ; and by means of closing their 

outlets, I forced the water to a much higher 
level than was formerly attaoieA 

107. The staple produce is wheat and jow&r, but this tract also 

Staple products. 7'^^^^ ^^> ^?^ ^^ ^^^ autumn, and barley, gram 

and masur in the spring, with tobacco, china« 
onions, and garden produce in the intermediate seasons. 



Mafi land. 



108. These are not extensive, consisting ««r 



1st. Of grants given by the Nawdb Bhdwal Khdn to religious 
people for their life-time, and secured to them in 1847 
after due investigation by the Sadr Board, North- 
Western Provinces ; they include 352 acres. 

2ndly. Grants made by the Government to zammdars for 
their good conduct during the mutinies, and which are 
confirmed to their descendants for three generations 
The extent of these mafia is 684 acres in 16 villages. 

109. Is at a very low ebb, insomuch so that few can sign their 
Education ^^^ names ; and none but the Baniah class are 

able to keep accounts, and even these use the 
" Landi " character, which is almost illegible even to the writer 
himself. 

110. The recent settlement of these villages^ which do not 
Tenures. ^^^® above 50 years, is the cause of the tenures 

being zamind&ri :— * 



Zamindari. 


Bhyachara. 


Pattiddri. 


Total. 


67 





13 


80 




111. The morusi or hereditary cultivator is a tenure introduced 

Hereditary and non- ^^ ^^ 5 *^^^® ^^ °^ »^^^^ ^^^^J® ^^^^\^ British 

hereditary cultivators. rule, and in fact even the proprietaiy right is a 

title^ unknown under native governments. All 
qultivators who have held*undisturbed possession for more than 10 years 

ve been put down as moriisi or hereditary, and all below that period 

^ghair morusi ** or non-hereditary. 

'" former has the privilege of selling the right of the 
» fields to any other person, or to have the same tilled 
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by others, making his own terms with them, but his fixed rates 
cannot be disturbed ; whereas the non-hereditary cultivator can 01117 
claim terms from year to year. 

113. There is another description of cultivators in this tracts 

known as " Paikhast ;" their right only lasts as 

toilif w^righTJ* end ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^P^ ^^'^3' ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ground, 
with harvest. and ceases with the harvest. These are generally 

men from the interior or desert part of the district, 

nvho come in time of high floods and cultivate such sailaba lands as 

the resident villagers are unable to break up. After having tillad 

and sown the lands, they go back to their own homes, only returning to 

collect their harvest. 

114. This was a difficult task to perform, as no accurate record 
Assessemnt ^^ ^ ^ found of the produce of each description 

of land. The patwari papers could not be depended ' 
upon, as some made the net produce equal to the jama, while in others it 
fell far short of the Government demand. With such a material it was 
impossible for me to be too careful in framing the rent rates, and 
consequently ipuch time and patience wag required to obtain good and 
trustworthy information. 

Bates of assessments H5. The rates adopted by Mr. Vans Agnew 

at the first seUlement. WGTQ f 

Flooded lands — Daker ,.. ... 1-8 per bigah. 

Rousli ... ... 1-0 „ 

Rateli ,., ,.. 0-8 „ 



Well'irrigniiion — Daker ... ... 1-0 

Rousli .., ,., 1-0 



$9 



• •« *»t A-'W I, 



116. These rates could not be adopted, as they bore too heavily 
Cau.e of non.adoption ^^. ^^^ zamfndars in coi^equence of the fall in tha 

of funncr settlement pnce of grain which decreased considerably lu 
rate. value as cultivation became more ext^ded. 

117. Before the late famine wheat was selling at from one and a 
half to two maunds for the rupee, prices being still lower ou the 
other fiido of the Satlaj. 

118. For this reason, and on account of the flooded lands not 
producing half as much as those irrigated by welLs, I was obliged to 
reduce the rates of flooded lands, without reference to description, to 
12 anas 9 pie per aero, and well cultivation to one rupee per acre. 

119. The few acres of rain cultivation found in some few estatQ9 
vreyo assessed at two anas per acre. 
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120. Although this was tho parganah rate adopted, still some of 
the estates, being more favorably situated than" the generality of them, 
were rated a little higher, and those less favorably situated were assessed 
lower ; care being always taken that the Government demand should 
be a just and equitable one, and the proprietors allowed fair profits 
from their lands. 

121. The rates prevailing on similar lands in 

the Gugaira district across the Satlaj are — 

Sail aba per acre ... *.. Ee. 12 9 

Chahi or well land per acre „ 1 G 8 

showing much higher rates than those adopted by me, which is owing 

first to the land being more productive, and, secondly, to irrigation 

being in a more advanced state. 

Assessment of cultur. , 1^2. The culturable waste, where extensive 
able waste. and retained for pasturage, I assessed at two 

anas per acre. 



Rates prevailing on 
similar lauds in tbe 
Gugaira district. 



Population* 



123. The population of the khddir portion 
of this parganah is :— ^ 



CULtlVATdR?. 



Hindus. 



370 



Muhammadans 



6,640 



Non-cultivators. 



Hindus. 



89 



Muhammadans. 



^M7 



Total. 



10,346 



being 143 souls per square mile of the whole population, or agricul- 
turists 96 souls and non-agriculturists 47 souls per square mile. 

124. The presentjamaof this tract shows a decrease below that of the 

preceding settlement of Rs. 6,867, which is a fall- 
ing-ofF of 26 per cent., but this reduction was neces- 
sary, as the yield was not suflSci^mt to meet the 
rates ; and had the same been still adopted, the 
proprietors would have been ruined ; even under 
the present moderate demand the revenue is not 
collected without a little difiiculty. 



Decrease of assess- 
ment as compared with 
tha preceding settlement, 
an 1 the cause assigned 
for it. 



Tribes inhabiting the 
khadir. 



125. The clans inhabiting this tract are 
Wattus, Chistis, and Bodlas. 



126. The first were originally Hindu Rajputs, but became 
Origin of the tribes. Miiham madans in the reign of FIrozshah, Emperor 

of Dehli. 



127. Tradition, for they have no books, says the clan derives its 
title from the headman, whose name was Wattu, and who, together with 
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Ills foUowers, immigrated from the countries between Jasalxnir and 
Kach, and settled in these parts. 

123. The Bodlas are a religious sect formed from amongst the 
Wattus within the last 60 years ;they claunsix villages, and reckon them- 
selves of higher rank, so much so that in an assembly they invariably 
take the precedence, and at any marriage or festival they are provided 
with seats, whilst the others sit on the ground; and although the food for 
both parties is cooked together, still the Bodlas are first served, and 
separately. They receive the daughters of the Wattus in maniage^ 
but never give theirs to any one out of their clans. 

129. The Chistis are also another religious sect ; they consider 
themselves the direct descendants of Khowja Mowun-ud-din of Ajmir, 
and Baba Farid of Pakpattan ; they claim seven villages. Their customs 
of receiving and giving in marriage are the same as those of the Bodlas. 

Section II, or Bangar Land. 

130. The bangar land is that portion of parganah Wattu lyittj 

w A ,♦« «•♦„- between the Firozpur road and the high bank of 

Bangar, and Its situa- ,, tt i i i / -j iV v ^ 

tion. the BypLaies which loims its scuthein bcuncary 

131. The soil is all of one description, a mixture of sand and allu- 
S il f bant^ar vium ; the foimer being in the greatest proportion, 

° * and would be very productive could it be irrigated, 

which cannot be done without a canal from the Satlaj similar to the 
Khanwa, at present irrigating a portion of Hujara tahsil, in Gugaira 
district. 

• j, . . ^ ^j, 132. The extent of this tract is 83,210 acres 

of which 12,743 acres cultivated, and 68,696 acres 
culturable. 

133. When the parganah was ceded to the British, there was 
fn J. X o„. ' i. xu only one inhabited estate, Sairdna, where there 

Bstate Sajrana at th« ^ j ^ i/.. i x 

time of cession, and was a small mud tort and a permanent garrison 
Bubsequent formation of of the Nawab of Bhdwalpur, which formed the 
other estates. fy^^^ q{ ^his little colony in the midst of tha 

waste. It now contains 35 inhabited estates. 

134. The settlement of these estates commenced in 1848 t>y 
Colonization of estates colonists from the Bikaner and Patidla territories, 

chiefly from the former ; and although every estate 
is inhabited, still many are yet but hamlets, having only from four to 
six families. 

135. When leasing these estates " pattas" were given on a fixed sum 
Leasinfftli© estates. of Rs. 2,134 per annum, and for three years ; as, 

however, these leases were not all granted at tb^ 









\ ( 61 ) 



tsam^ <ihne, although the period fixed was alike in all cases, they did not 
tepr^inate in one year ; therefore in reviewing the leases care was taken 
^at the revision should only commence on the termination of the old 

/lease. 

► - 

• 1S6. The rates of assessment of this tract are two anas six pie per 

Rates of assessment ^^^ ^^ cultivation and three pie per acre on 

©ftheBangar. culturable waste. It produces only rain ^rops; 

bajra and mot are the staple produce. 

137. The rural police of parganah Wattu consists of 28 chauki- 
Police of parganah ^^rs ; they are paid every six months with the 

Watttt, harvest, and receive cash wages ranging from two 

to three rupees per mensem, 

138. In small estates one chaukiddr to every three or four villages 
is appointed, and resides in the largest village ; care being taken that 
only those villages close upon each other are clubbed together under 
the supervision of one chaukiddr. 

139. There are 19 patwdris in this tract having from three to four 
Patwaris cf parganah ^^^ ®^^ estates each according to their extent. 

Wattu. The pay of none of these is less than Rs. 63 per 

annum. 

140. Having given all the particulars of this settlement tahsil- 
Maps of tahsils Sirsa, ^^^ ^^^ parganahwar, I annex three maps, one 

Sahuwala, and Faziikd. of each tahsil circle, showing the limits of these 

diflerent tracts as treated in this report, and 
beg a reference to the same when perusing it. 

Map of the district 1*\' \ «^»^, append a map of the district, 

Sirsa. merely showing the principal towns, villages, roads, 

and. police station, and the circle of each tahsil. 

Extent of the Sirsa ^^^' "^^^ district of Sirsa is in extent 3,100 

d istiiot in square laUes. square miles ; its length is 107, and its breadth at 

tbenarrowest.point 44 miles, and at the broadest 
45 miles. 

143. It is bounded north by the Firozpur aind Patiala districts ; 
Boundary. south by the -Bikaner territory; east by Hisi^dr 

district ; and west by Bikaner and Bhdwalpur 
territories and the river Satlaj. 

144. Its. peculiar position, being a l<Mig arid narrow strip running 
PecuUaraspectrof the "Obliquely from north-west to south-east and 

tountry. between- foreign States, renders it difficult of man- 

agement, as at almost every point it can be crossed 
in one day, thus affording every ingress a3id egi-ess to strangers and 
offeaderj of ali klads. 
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145. It is watered by the stream Ghaggar, whict intersects the 

The stream Ghaggar ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^sa, passing within four miles of 
In tahaii Sirsa, and the town. The water, being entirely dependent 
facilities it affords for on the rains and the melting of the snow in the 
irrigation. Himalayas, is completely dried up in the hot 

weather, running for four months only, viz., from 
July to October. The Ghaggar affords irrigation for rice crops sown on 
the sides of the stieam in the early part of autumn, and floods the low 
lands where the wheat and gram are cultivated for spring harvest ; but 
a great deal of the water of this stream is wasted by being allowed to 
spread itself into broad shallow lakes. This could easily be prevented 
by excavating small aqueducts for irrigation, and by building dams 
across the stream above these lakes with flood gates, which could bo 
opened and closed at pleasure. 

146. It will not only enable the submerged lands to be brought 
under cultivation, but utilize the water which is at present entirely 
wasted ; and in a country where water is so scarce, it is, to say the 
least, a shame to allow this waste, particularly when we consider the 
frequent droughts and consequent famines to which this district is liable. 

147. Too much attention cannot be bestowed upon devising 
Sutraestion for the ^^^ans for the irrigation of such an arid tracft ; 

promotion of the means and as Government revenue would eventually 
of irrigation. benefit largely, it is but fair that Government 

should promote means of irrigation both by 
advances and by inviting private enterprise. 

148. The only other stream is the Satlaj, which merely bounds the 
The stream Satlaj in J^orthern part of Fdzilka tahsQ, and irrigation cuts 

tahsil Faziika. can also be made from this, as I have mentioned 

when speaking on the Fazilkai tahsil circle. 

149. Although the revision of the settlement of this district was 
Commencement and commenced in 1852, yet being interrupted by 

conclusion of the revi- the mutiny of 1857 and the famine of 1859-60-61, 
Bion of settlement. it remained incomplete until ths present time ; still 

the jamas of several of the tracts were given out 
during the interval, and underwent a somewhat severe test, thus proving 
the Government demand to be a just and equitable one. 

150. Prior to the introduction of the present assessment 

Revenue prior and ^^ ^^^^^^^^ . f ^^'^. ^'^^I^''^ amounted to 
Bubseiuent to the re- Ks. 1,52,029-14-2, but m no two s|icce3sive years 
viic.l settlement. was the whole of this revenue collected. The pre- 

sent settlement gives an annual return to the Go- 
vernment of Rs. 1,70,371, being in excess of the old settlement of 
Rs. 18,341-1-10, and reaching on the last year of eebtlement to Rj. 
1,77,343 owing to the jamas of some estates being on a progressive scale 
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Population. 151. The population of the district accord- 

ing to the last census taken is 151,877 souls, or 
49 per square mile. 

152. The inhabitants of this district, as I have before stated, are 
Different tribes in- ^ mixture of Several tribes, who have come and 

habiting the district. settled in the district (chiefly since our rule) from, 
the neighbouring Native States of BIkaner, Patiala, Bhdwalpur and 
Mamdot. 

153. The only race inhabiting this tract when it first came 
A>x«^,-<r;««aiiT^T,affia»»ni. uudsr our Government was Bhatti or Pachdda, 

Aborigines Unattis or /. i • t. xi. /• i mi xt. 

" Pachadas. " 01 which there were a few large villages on the 

banks of the Ghaggar. 

154. At their head was the Nawdb of Rdnia, who lived at Rdnia, 

Chief tan of the abori- ^^^ ^^^^ thence to Fattiabdd, on the south side, 
gines"Kawabof Rania." and the Wattu villages on the Satlaj, there were 

no inhabitants. When I first came into the 
district in 1844, people were afraid to travel from Sirsa towards 
Firozpur or Fazilka without foiming large parties, and accompanied 
by camels laden with drinking water. The fear was not so much of 
attacks from human beings as of encountering supernatural enemies, 
who, it was said, frequented these uninhabited lands ; and as for the 
tract lying to the west and south of Ubohar, it was considered terra 
incognita. It may be said that the population of this district only 
commenced since it became British territ<)ry, and now there is not a slip 
of waste land that is nob apportioned off into estates, and on which there 
are no settlers. 

155. This district was once famous for its pasturage, yielding a 
Natural products. description of grass known as dhaman, which 

was considered very nourishing, and certainly the 
- dhaman grass." ^^^^jg of these parts weie the best in the Upper Pro- 

vinces, and people from so far down as Bondres, Gdzipur and Patna 
resorted hither for a supply of stock. Since the waste lands have been 
broken up and allotted into khiras, this grass has almost disappeared, 
and the cattle have deteriorated in proportion. 

156. The cause of the disappearance of this grass is to bo 

found in the fact that the cattle are allowed 

Cause of disappear- to consume it before it has time to ripen and 

grasl ""^ "^^^^^" cast its seed into the ground, which prevents 

the renewal of the crops. 

157. This was not the case formerly when the country was more 
thinly populated and the cattle fewer in number, as a large extent of 
country remained ungrazed, and the seed was supplied from thence by 
means of the high winds that prevail here. This grass is still to be 
found in the Bikaner territory, where much of the land is waste, but 
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grazing there is attended with many drawbacks in the shape of heavy 
tiaxation and insecurity of property. 

158. Barilla or sajji was abundantly produced in the waste 
^ ». ... about Ubohar, but this has also disappeared since 

ar ^or jj . ^j^^ colonization has commenced, though not so 

entirely as the dhdman grass, of which there is hardly any to be found. 

159. The Karfl bush or wild caper, with Jand and Jail, form the 

only growth approaching to trees indigenous to 

KftTil bush, Jand this wilderness. The former reaches the height 

and JiU trees indigen. of 7 or 8 feet, and spreads to about 12 feet in 

oastothesirsadistnct. ^^^^^^^^ ^he two latter SO high as 20 feet and 

spreading in proportion. None of these shed their leaves, but remain 

green all the year round. Amongst the trees 

Kikar or Acacia leu- introduced, Kikar or Acacia lencophloea, and Beri» 

cophiaea and Ben, ot a qj. j^ description of plum tree, are the only ones 

kmd of Plum tree mtro* i_« r ^ x x i i • ji x ii_ -i j 

duced since. which appear to take kindly to the soil; and 

although they do not attain any great height, 
excepting near tanks or places where ws^ter accumulates, still they are 
valued as affording some shelter, relieving the eye from the glare and 
monotony of the interminable flat, and producing useful wood. 

160. These trees, being very hardy and tenacious of life, linger 
on through many a dry season, rebounding into life, as it were, in time 
of good rains, and in years of drought lying apparently dormant, awail^ 
ing the first favorable opportunity to shoot out once more. 

161. The chief mart in the district is Sirsa, which is an intrepot 

^ . «. . for the productions ofthe grain and wheat-grow- 

XtLartS'^—oirsa marc. . i.i.i ii i i i *• 

iiig countries to the north and east, as also for 

sugar from Shamli, which it passes on to Bika^ 

ner, Jodhpur and Jasalmir receiving from thence, for exportation, 

salt, bajra and mot. The annual trade of this town is estimated at 

Rs. 8,00,000. 

162. The second mart ia Fazilkd, which is daily increasing in 
Fazilka marfc m9r3aatile importance, and promises soon to assume 

a higher position in the commercial world than 
Sirsa or Firozpur. 

.163. It enjoys great natural advantagss over Sirsa from its 

position on the bank of the Satlaj ; and as it is 

thfriL^i^ima^t**"^^^^ situated 80 miles lower down that river than 

Firozpur, it can b3 m)re easily reached by vessels 
of large tonnage, especially in seasons when the river is low. 

164!. Many of the rich merchants from Bhtwdni and Sirsa ancl 
other towns in foreign States, perceiving the convenience of its localiiy, 
have settled down at Fazilkd, and have established direct commeri^ 
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with Karrachi and Bombay, besides benefiting largely, by the carry-' 
ing trade. The principal articles of traffic are cottoA, wool, san, oil, 
seeds and sugar. 

165. The other three marts are KhariaL 
Kharial, Rania and R^nia. and Rori, which enjoy a lively though 
Ron marts. ^^^ ^^^ extensive local trade, 

166. Except Rdnia and Ron, which had a commercial existence 

before we occupied the country, all the towns of 

The existence and form- the district have been established by British 

stion of the existing officers. The earliest jflate of their formation is 

towns of the district. ^g^g^ ^^^^ jj^^^^ Thorsby Ji^id the foundation 

of the present town of Sirsa, 

167. The history of this country is involved in obscurity, and 

beyond what is handed down by vague tradition. 

History of the coun- there is no means of finding the origin, rise and 

try Bhattiina. f^jj ^f ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ flourishing towns and forts 

which must once have existed in great numbers, as there are many 
mounds of considerable height full of bricks and broken pottery, evi- 
dently the remains of former habitation. 

168. Tradition says that 3,000 years ago Bhart, the brother of 

Rdjah Ram Chandar, conquered this country from 
Conquest of the ooun* the aborigines, a race who worshipped the sun 

n'harl^brotllr^^^ ^^7' ^^^ ^te of all animul and vegetable produc- 

Ram Chandar, and sub- tions, and were governed by a man named "Luna." 
sequentiy by Jhangais At the spot where the battle took place there wa$ 
^^^^' a height upon which Bhart built the present fort 

of Bhatner, which he named after himself. In 1112 Sambat, A. D. 
1055, this place was found deserted by Jhangais Khan, who passed it 
on his way to conquer Dehli. He had the fort put in order at a cost 
of 1,60,13,303 ddm, a dam being equal to five anas of present currency 

169. It is supposed that in the interval between the reign of Ram 

Chandar and arrival of Jhangais Khdn, forts and 

Forts and towns of towns of Sirga, Bhatiuda and Ubohar. were built 

Sirsa. Bhatinda and ]^y different rulers, who came from the west and 

ubohar. ^ , ,, V 

conquered the country, 

170. One remarkable fact is, that all these four places Bhatner' 
Sirsa, Bhatinda and Ubohar, are about equal distances from each other, 
forming in a measure a quadrangle ; and certainly if they were not 
built by the same person, they were on the same plan, for they are as 
like as can be to each other, 

171. It is said that Sirsa owes its foundation to Saras, a Rajput 

Rdjah of the Bhatti tribe, who built the town and 
Foundation of the fort 1,320 years ago, at a ford over the river 

^X^?^er°slrsuti^^'"' Sarsuti, which it would appear came down to this 

and joined the Ghaggar eight miles below Sirsa. 

K 
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172. Bhatinda and Ubohar were also erected 

Foundation of Bha- ou the banks of streams, all traces of which have 

tinda and ^^^*^ ^^ now disappeared, except a slight depression in the 

streams since appear- g^^^^^^^ of the earth, which marks their former 

course. 

173. This country has been subjected to frequent invasions from 

. the west, and the tide of conquest which so often 

tlie^2^try"^fo^m^the rolled over it has carried away all records and 
west, and destruction of authentic histories, leaving no materials to 

all records and «.utlien- -^ork upon but such dim recoUectious aa werQ 
tic documents. ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

174. Feaxful vialtations of famine and pestilence completed the 

Prevalence of famine ^T?^'^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^O^'*. ^^ I^^V^' f^d changed 

and pestilence. this once green and nouiishmg land into the barrel^ 

and desolate wilderness which we found on our 
first occupation, bearing evident signs of having lain uninhabited for 
centu]iries past, 

175. This district was first ceded to the British by the Nawdb 

of Rdnia, named Zabta Khdn, on the stipulation 

Cession of the district of fixed monthly allowance owing to his inability 

bprtheNawabof Rania, to check the marauding habits of his subjects^ 

Zabta Khan, On a sti- i . L^ ^ • n 'xii 

puiated fixed aUowance, ^bo wore mcessantly makmg forays into thq 

surrounding countries. 

Continuance of the ^^G. This stipend was continued to hia 

stipend to the descend- SOU and grandson till 18o/, when the latter, Nur 

ants of Mawab Zabta Samand Khan, having joined the mutiny an4 

^^^^^' rebellion, was taken and idanged at Firozpur. 

177, Although the whole of this district nominally belonged to 
^ i. X- t4. ^4. ^r.r.^r,r.»r,\. tlio Runia Nawiib, larffe portions of 

Restoration of territory encroach- i i i ^ * . ,^ ^ 

cd upon by the neighbouring the border had been appropriated by 
foreign States on the assumption the neighbouring states, and had to be 
of government of the disUict by resumed by the British ou their occupa. 

the British. ±' r ±\. J. * 

tion 01 the country, 

178. Records having been destroyed at the time of the mutiny* 

and lebellion, no account is to be found of the 
The expenses of the pre- 3^ ^f ^j^^ settlement work prior to 1857 ; but 
sent settlement. xi, v 1 i-i. i x j x 

the subsequent expenditure has amounted to 
Rs. 14j,404!-13-6 for the measurement and revision of jamas of 
404 estates having an area of 12,46,817 acres. The assessment of 
these estates being Rs. 89,029, the cost falls at the rate of 16 per 
cent, on jama, or Rs. 7-8-0 per square mile, which cannot be .viewed 
as otherwise than satisfactory ; for, in comparison with the cost of 
settlement of Gugaira, which may be said to be a district similarly 
situated to this, it is Rs, 84 per cent, less on the jama, and five anas 
four pie less per acre of cultivatioip, this having cost one ana per acre. 
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179» This is the first regular settlement which this district has 

undergone ; it was therefore necessary carefully 
Capabilities of the district to studj' its Capabilities before making a final 

'mi^ffthe finii^rtf"' fPo^ of the same, in order that there might 

be no occasion for a revision immediately alter 
the completion of the settlement. 

180* It must be taken into consideration that many difficulties 
had to be contended with in forming a just appreciation of the produc- 
tiveness of the soil in consequence of the frequent droughts and th« 
absence of any previous settlement* 

181* In Conclusion, I would beg to notice the efficient co-operation 

rendered by Extra Assistant Commissioners 

in^hf rreseufSuiemlnf ^ Gangaparshdd and Rai Mehfcab Singh, who 

have both left this for other districts. I wish 
particularly to mention Sheodial Singh, the present Naib-Tahsild^r 
of Sirsa, who acted as Serishtadar In this • settlement work, and gave 
a most valuable assistance ; he is an active, shrewd and intelligent 
officer, well up in both Revenue and Judicial work. I would like to 
Bee his services, which were given in a measure gratis in the Settle- 
ment Department^ rewarded by promotion to a Tahsildarship, for which 
appointment he is well fitted* 

Bidl Chand, a Moharrir, now out of employ, I also wish to recom- 
mend for his good service in aiding the completion of the settlement, 



From E. H. Davies, Esq., Secretary to Government Panjdb, to ths 
Financial Commissionery Fanjdb, iV<>» 399 A dated Camp 
Jhelavi, the Wth April 1864. 

The Hon*ble the Lieutenant Governor, having had under review 
the reports of Mr. Naesmyth, Officiating Commissioner, and of Mr. Oliver, 
Deputy Commissioner, concerning the revenue settlement of the 
district of Sirsa, directs me to record the following observations. 

2. The district is a long tract stretching in a north-westerly direc- 
tion from the confines of the Hissar district to the Satlaj, and having 
on its north-east the Firozpur district and Patidla, and on its south- 
west the Bhawalpur and Bikanir States. It contains an area of 3,100 
square miles, and the towns of Sirsa said to have a trade of £8,000 per 
annum, and of Fdzilka rising into a depot for produce intended for 
export by the Satlaj. 

3. The settlement was commenced in 1852 under the orders of 
the Government of the North- Western Provinces, 
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4. The settlements of parganahs Sirsa, Darba, and 'R&niA, cotn« 
prising the whole tahsQ cf[ Sirsa, and of parganah Ron, of tahsil Sihu-' 
wala, have been previously sanctioned ; those of parganah Gudah, of 
tahsil Sihdwdl, and of parganahs Wattu, Malout, and Mah^ani, com*- 
prLsing the tahsil of Fdzilka, have now to be considered. 

5. Parganah G6dah adjoins Rori on the west. It comprises an 
ai'ea of 504,816 acres, about two-fifths of which are under cultivation. 
The soil, though entirely dependent on rain for moisture, is of fait 
average quality, but sandy in parts, and of the whole so small a portion 
as 23,961 acres is represented as barren, leaving nearly 300,000 acres 
for the future expansion of the scanty but increasing population who 
have already done so touch of late years for its reclamation. The nuxn^ 
bers of the population are stated at close upon 40,000, giving 5| 
acres to each agriculturist. The non-agriculturists are comparatively 
few. If the statistics be coiTect, there is a deficiency of ploughs, 
though cattle are numerous. The crops are the ordinjiry rain clops 
producible in light soils, and in the spring, barley and mustard. Gram 
is occasionally grown, but wheat apparently cannot be reared. Thid 
parganah, then, is briefly an unirrigated tract of fair land, not half 
populated, with little local demand for its produce, but with good natu- 
ral facilities for cattle^grazing. Its assessment, which has heretofore 
never exceeded Rs. 24,000. has been raised to Rs. 41,080. Thid 
enhancement at first sight appears large, but it is explained' by the 
Deputy Commissioner that the former assessment made in 1858 was 
originally intended to endure for four years only. 'J'ime has been 
allowed, however, for a great increase of cultivation and for the develop- 
ment of many estates, which, being then waste, were noted at a nominal 
revenue. The Commissioner, having traversed the country, recommends 
the confirmation of the settlement ; and the average rates being still 
exceedingly low, viz., three anas and four pie per acre, the Lieutenant 
Governor sees no reason fof questioning the conclusion which has been 
arrived at. 

6. Parganahs Malout and Mahdjani are continuations, to the 
north-west, of the same soil and physical characteristics as are found 
in parganah Giidah, but the population is far more sparse, being set 
down at only 22 souls to the square mile. Great inconvenience is 
experienced for want of drinking .watet. The subject has already 
attracted the attention of Mr. Oliver, and His Honor will be glad to 
see some practical scheme of improvement set on foot. Considerable 
progress has been made since Major Thorsby's settlement in the exten- 
sion of cultivation. The great waste was divided into lots, which were 
assessed at a progressive revenue. Mr. Oliver fears that there may be 
difiiculty in realizing the higher sums imposed when the time comes 
for their collection. This is a point which must be well considered 
hereafter, in order that undue pressure be not created. The assessments 
of the parganah of Malout, comprizing an area of 65,246 cultivated, and 
259,819 acres, was fixed in 1857. The amount is Rs. 23,532, being an 
increase of Rs, 1,426 on the former jama. The statements do not givo 
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the average I'ate on oultivation, and are in other respects less coufipletd 
than could be wished. It is stated that the jamas have since been 
easily collected, and the Commissioner recommends them for sanction* 

7. Parganah Mah^jani contains 149,553 acres, of which 19,131 
only are cultivated. The soil is said to be somewhat less sandy than 
that of Malout, but the population is only 17 to the square mile. The 
assessment, including that formerly imposed on waste allotments, is 
Rs. 6,178* This apparently is an increase of Rs. 1,800 on the former jama. 

8. Parganah Wattu, lying on the left bank of the Satlaj, and 
Comprising cessions from Bhdwalpur and Mamdot, contains, according 
to the last measurements, an area of 129,750 acres, of which 30,049 are 
cultivated and 86,215 culturalle, and which is Eubject to yearly abra- 
sion from the river. The khddir tract is irrigated partly from the 
annual inundation from the river, partly from nalahs which traverse 
it, and partly from pacca and kacha wells. It is, though but recently, 
improved, altogether a supericr tract to these above noticed, producing 
tobacco and wheat, and siipyorting a popuktion of 96 agriculturists and 
47 non-agriculturists to the squcre m:le. Eut its liability to be cut 
away and to be impregnated with noxious .salts ly the river render 
it less fertile than might have been exf ected. It is therefore assessed 
at lower rates than similar lands en the opposite bank of the river. 
The assessment which had foimerly been summarily reduced by Mr. 
Oliver from Bs. 26,134 to Es. 18,000 on account of area cut away, has 
now been reduced to Es. 15,439, the rate on culiivation being 
12 anas and 2 pie. But Mr. Oliver states that difficulty is stifl 
experienced in the collection. 

The hangar tract contains 83,210 acres, of which only 12,743 are 
cultivated. It is entirely unirrigated and very imperfectly colonized. 
The jama has been fixed at Es. 2,275, being at the rate of three anas 
and four pie on cultivation. 

10. I am to convey the sanction of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant 
Governor to these settlements, and to declare that they, together with 
all others in the district of Sirsa, shall terminate in 1875-76, as recom- 
mended by the Officiating Commissioner. The cultivation is yet so 
backward that it does not appear necessary to propose a longer term. 

11. His Honor observes that there are traces in this district 
showing that the waters of the Ghaggar stream were formerly better 
husbanded and applied than now. The agricultural development of the 
district will hereafter greatly depend on the management of this Stream 
It is noticed with regret that the " dh^man grass " is disappearing, and 
that the cattle are consequently deteriorating. 

12. Mr. Oliver's report contains much useful information relating 
to the tribes and former history of Sirsa, and it is to be regretted that 
his submission of it was so unnecessarily delayed. 
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13. I am also directed to state that His Honor has observed with 
approbation the efficient services of Extra Assistant Comnusdioners 
Gangaparshdd and Mehtab Singh. 



From R. G. Melvill, Esq., Ojfficiating Deputy CommUsioner Sirsa, 
to W. M. Young, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Financial 
Commissioner, Punjab, No. 250 — 583 dated 18tA June 1872. 

In compliance with your docket No. 4235 dated 8th instant, I 
beg to forward the settlement papers of parganahs Sirsa, Darba, and 
Rori, and to state that references made in some of them are not forth- 
coming, and therefore not sent, and were very probably destroyed duringf 
the mutiny of 1857, as is apparent from a letter No. 52 ditted 26th 
May 1858, of Mr. J. H. Oliver, late Deputy Commissioner Sirsa, to 
Commissioner Hissdr Division, asking for certain abstract papers of tho 
settlement of parganah Sirsa included in the subjoined memo* i-y 



Settlement of farganah, Darha* 

'''^ i^renden^Kttidia'"^"' } ««?-* ^o. 45 dated 31.t May 1853. 

Agent and Commissioner Delili No. 3122 dated 29tli October 1855, and 

enclosure. 



M 91 if 



No. 133 dated lOth January 1856, aad 
enclosure. 



Settlement of parganah Mori, 

"""^lu^ttB^iii^' i ^^^ ^o- 100 ^'^'^^ 1«* O"**'^-' 1856. 

Agent and Commissioner Dehli ... No. 1517 dated 8th May 1857, and 

enclosure. 



Settlement of parganah Sirsa^ 

Deputy Commissioner Sirsa ... No. 52 dated 26tK May 1858. 

Commissioner Hissar No. 145 dated 28th May 1858, sad 

enclosure. 



^•^^ 
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From CAPTAtN R. Robertson, Superintendent Bhatti&na, io SiR Theo. 
Metcalfe, Bau^., Agent and Commissioner, Dehli No, 45, dated 
^\st May 1853. 



I have the honor to submit the records of settlement of parganah 

Darba, revised under the provisions of 
Memo, of the Hon^bie the Lieut Regulation IX of 1833, by the orders 

Governor N. W . Provinces, dated . 'o t • x x i^ 

the 12th January 1852. 01 His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 

Secretary Sadr Board of Re- and the Sadr Board, as per margin. 

venue, N. W. I*rovince8, No. 68 

dated 5th March 1852, received ^ mi j • xt. /» 

with Agent and Commissioner's 2. J. here are no records in the omce 

jTo. 771 dated 9th March 1852. from which it could be ascertained wheu 

and in what manner this parganah came 
into British possession. From enquiries made from certain of the old 
^amindars it appears that in Sambat 1880, corresponding with 1823-24, 
several of the villages were peopled. The Rajah of Bikanir first 
reclaimed the lands from a state of waste, and established villages 
on it. When the British Government instituted enquiries regarding 
the Bhatti territory, it was discovered from the Badshdhi records 
that the lands of parganah Darba originally belonged to the Tappa 
called *' Bangywala " appertaining to the ilaqa of Sirsa, and that it 
was in the possession of the Bhattis. In 1827 the parganah was resumed 
from the B.ajah of Bikanir, and in October 1838 it was traniferrfid 
from Bjssar to Bhaltiana, 



3. The area of this parganah is 216 square miles; it is bounded 
on the north and west by parganah Sirsa, on the east by parganah 
f athiab^d, district Bfissar, and the south by the Bikanir te rit©ry. 



4. There were no disputes in this parganah regarding village 
boundaries. Thokes have been erected of masonry wherever three or 
more boundary lines met, with the exception of such villages as border 
on the Bikanir territory, but these will, I hope, shortly be erected. 
I have written to the Mohtamid of that Rai now at Fazilka, and have 
requested that the zamindars of the villages in Bikauir territory, 
bordering on the Darba parganah, be directed to pay their share of 
the amount required foy the erection of the thokes. 



6. The total papulation of Darba, •according to the census * made 

by measuring amins, which was very carefully 

* Appendix A. attested by Mr. Donald during his tour in the 
parganah, amount® to 13,836 souLs, or about 64 souls to a 
Bquare mile. The average cultivation per male adult is 24 acres. 

The census "'^ made by the tahsilddr and his 

* Appendix B. subordinates in 1846 gives a result of 9,040 souls, 
so that in seven years the^opulation has increased nearly one-thiyd. 
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6. The khanih measurements of this parganah were commenced 

in February, and completed in July 
1852; but in consequence of the 
objections raised to the areas of 
SQveral villages, as laid down hy the 
ani'ns, all fiirther settlement pro- 
ceedings were at a stand-still until 
after your visit to this district in 
February last. There having al- 
ready been a lengthy correg- 
poudence on this subject, I need 
not further dwell on it, but beg to 
refer you to the letters as per 
margin. A statement is annexed 
giving the area in acres as per pro- 
lessional survey and the area as 
per present measurement by aminS;i 
which latter shows an increase 
of 4,907 acres, or two aciea per 
cent. 

7. There are 44 villages in this parganah. In 18 of these the^ 

proprlecors realize a certain amount per bigab 
Appendix C. ani are rospoixsible for all expenses. The assdmis, 

who are stylei bolehdars, have no voice in the 
expenditure. In 26 tho bach is bhyach ira, that is, the Government 
jama and the vilUga expenses ( in the determination of which each 
assami has a voice ) ara roalizoi by a bach leviei on one and all equally- 
according to the extent of land held by each individual. 

8. Forty-one villages are inhabited, and three are wirdn, viz. 
Kutyana, cultivated by residents of Jaraal; Nathusdni Khtird 
cultivated by residents of Nathusani Kalan; and Nahranw^i, 
cultivated by residents of Darba Kalin. A village will now be 
established on the lands of eaoh. Agreements to that effect having been 
filed by the proprietors, and the cultivators of these lands hava generally 
agreed to locate themselves thereon, they will vacate the lands of 
the village in which they now reside, and the proprietors in lieu there- 
of give them the same quantity of bangar land within the area of the 
mauzah now to be established ; this will enable the proprietors to bring 
in new settlers, of whom there appears to be no lack ; for, since the 
jama fixed for this parganah was made known, the proprietor of the 
Village of Patli Dabar, parganah Sirsa, has settled thirty new assdmis, 
and the proprietors of mauza Jamal have made arrangements for 
locating 30 or 40 new assdmis in lieu of those who vacate to 
*' abad " mauzah Kutydna. 

9. I beg to refer you to the 7th para, of my letter No. 1 dated 
11th May 1852. I then expressed an opinion relative to the proprietary 
right, and to this I have adhered. 
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10. In villages where the bach is bhy^chara, the parties to whom 
the land was granted, or their descendants, and such peraons as they 
have chosen to admit as^ co-sharers with themselves, I have recorded 
as proprietors, each proprietor's right has been defined and fully 
explained. Their rights are of course hereditary and transferable. 

11. The constitution of most of the villages in this parganah is 
similar in many points to those in the Hissdr district, alluded to by Mr. 
Balmain and Mirza Shdhbdzbeg, vide Selections from Public Correspon- 
dence No. XII of 1852. 

12. In the Hissar district the " kisan-i-kadim, " it appears, are 
ranked with the proprietors, and their rights are both hereditary and 
transferable. 

13. According to the custom in the Hissdr district, all village 
expenses have been here paid by an equal bach by proprietors and 
assamis. Bangar land has been broken by one and all at pleasure, 
and they have all had a voice in the settlement of the village accounts 
and the amount of " malbah " to be realized, but there is this difference 
to the customs existing in the Hissdr district, that the assamis have 
not had the power of sale and mortgage ; the surplus " malbah " has 
been considered as the profits of the lambardars and their co-parceners 
( in some one or two instances this has been returned to the assdmis 
by the Deputy Collector on complaints being preferred ) ; their names 
have not been entered in the register of mutations, and they have had no 
claim to land falling vacant by absconding assamis, such having been 
the right of those I have named biswadlrs, who either cultivated it 
themselves or settled a new assami, from whom they received a 
doucer on giving possession; the proprietors have also received a 
certain fee from new settlers when bangar land may have been allotted 
to them. I therefore have not classed the " assdmi kadim " with the 
proprietors, but have defined their rights as follows. I have recorded 
parties as " assami kadim " who have cultivated the lands for a 
period of ten years and upwards. Their rights thereto being as hereto- 
fore hereditary, but not transferable ; they have the option of cultivating 
the lands themselves or sub-letting it. 

14. All assamis who have been in possession under ten years 
have been designated " assdmi jadid, " their rights also being heredi- 
tary, but not transferable ; but to these the privilege of cultivating the 
land through others has not been allowed. 

15. Both the "assami kadim" and "jadid" are to have 
a voice on the expenditure of the malbah ; for what purposes and in 
what manner this is to be expended has been clearly laid down in 
the " wdjib-ul-arz, " and no assami is to be dispossessed so long as 
he continues to pay his just dues. 

1 
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16. In the event of the demise of any ass&mi, whether ** kadim " 
or '* jadid, " his lands can only be inherited on the condition that his 
heirs settle in the village in which the land of the deceased is situated. 



at T>resent. 



parganah 



18. It having been now ascertained who are the proprietors ; 
agreeable to the orders of Government, No. 334 dated 29th January 
1852, the assdmis have been prohibited from breaking up any more 
hangar land without permission of the proprietors, with virhom alone 
the right of allotting or breaking up the bangar land is henceforth to rest, 

19. In boledari villages the rights of assdmis to their lands have 
been laid down as above, but they have no voice in the village expenses. 
In these villages there was no difficulty in determining the proprietor- 
ship, as the patwdri's papers showed an account in the name of the 
proprietors of profit and loss, whereas in the first-named villages the 
collections were always supposed to be only sufficient to meet the 
expenses, 

20. To the proprietary right in every village there have been 
numerous claimants ; their claims principally resting on the bach being 
bhyachdra, and that they have broken up waste land at pleasure. 
My proceedings relative to the record of rights have now been patent 
for many months ; my decision has been fully explained to each party , 
and as no appeal has been made, although they had the opportunity' 
of appealing without any trouble when you passed through this 
parganah, I think it may be inferred that I have arrived at a correct 
conclusion, and that the proprietors and assamis are satisfied, 

21. The jama of this parganah has been reduced from Es. 13>183 
to Rs. 10,71 8, 

22. I have already, in my letter No. 1 dated 11th May 1852, 
intimated to you that estates in this parganah had been summarily 
settled ; that the jama had been fixed by no rule ; and that the amount 
collected annually by Government was determined according to the 
opinion expressed by the tahsfldar or paishkdr as to the extent and 
condition of standing crops, and that these crops were never measured, 
1 have also previously reported that the soil tlux)ughout this parganah 
is of one description, the cultivators principally Bagri Jdts, As I have 
been unable to discover that any peculiarity exists that would justify 
my assessing any one village at a higher rate than another, I considered 
that a general equalization of assessment should be made without 
reference to former engagements ; this arrangement has reduced the jama 
of 28 villages, and increased that of 16, 

23. I will now detail the steps that I took to arrive at my pro- 
posed jama. I ascertained that land was generally rented at the rata 
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of two Anas per' local bigah. The local bigah is measured by a jarib 
of 72 haths, or 44 yards, or 2 J anas per Grovemment bigah. Deduct- 
ing one-half, I fixed the revenue rate at one ana and three pie per 
Government bigah of cultivation ; but as the jama at this rate on the whole 
of the cultivated area would have amounted to Rs. 13,408, somewhat 
in excess of existing jama which had not been regularly realized, and 
as the cultivation has been more extensive than in years preceding on 
account of the late favorable rainy season, I have thought it proper 
to leave unassessed one-fifth of the cultivated area, or reduce the jama 
obtained at the above-mentioned rate, one-fifth ; allowing this reduction^ 
gives a jama of Es. 10,718, and makes my revenue rates one ana pei! 
bigah on total cultivated area. 

24. From the patwdris I have only been able to obtain the 
accounts of five years j previous to that date no regular accounts appear 
to have been kept. The aggregate average amount collected in the 
parganah by the zaminddrs in the above named period was Rs. 16,000* 
Supposing the accounts submitted to be correct, and that this amount 
is what the parganali is able to pay, my proposed jama at the rate of 
one ana per bigah approaches to two-thirds of this sum, leaving one- 
third as profits to zamindars. 

25. The average Government collections for the past ten years 
» k^^^^A'^ r^ amount to Rs. 9,977, vide statement annexed.* 

My proposed jama is somewhat in excess oi this 
sum, but still approximates thereto. 

26. The zamindfe willingly, and without the slightest demur, 
agreed to the jama now proposed ; their darkhasts were filed in two days, 
and, had all been present, would have been given in one day. The 
amount now fixed will, I feel sure, be realized even in a season of drought 
without difficulty. It has been fully explained to the people that they 
are not to expect any remissions on account of failure of crops, as has 
hitherto been the case, and that they must pay in the instalments of 
revenue, as agreed to by them, regularly and at the times fixed. The 
amount now proposed will, I trust, meet with sanction, and the mode 
of assessment be approved of. 

27. The administration paper or " wdjib-ul-arz '* of mauzahs 
Darbah and Nahranwdli were prepared under my superintendence ; 
all the zamindars being present ; after considei'able dispute the condi- 
tions and arrangements therein laid down were agreed to. Having 
other duties to perform, which required my attention, Mr. Donald, 2na 
Assistant Superintendent, was deputed by me to prepare the " wdjib- 
ul-arz " of the remaining 42 villages of this parganah. Particular atten* 
tion has been paid to the correct preparation of this and other papers, 
and great care has been taken that every individual's rights should 
be decided and therein recorded. 

28. As considerable difficulty was experienced in collecting 
supplies for a camp, and the people were much inconvenienced thereby 
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that they agreed to store up each man one maund of bhusa, karbi and 
wood which was made over to two men chosen by the village ^who were 
answerable for the collection, and all monies so realized were to be appro- 
priated towards the digging of the tank or in any other mode the village 
thought fit ; this will debar the interference of the police and taiisil, as, 
when supplies are requiied, the people in charge have only to be called. 
^ . ,. „ p, on for it. A translation is herewith annexed * of 

Appendices J2<t r« ,■. /• . .-ii i»/»» • • j»j •• 

the papera oi two villages dinering in constitution. 

29. The Of villages of this parganah have been divided amongst 
12 patwaris willing to undertake the work. The tahsild^ furnished 
a report of those most fitted, and they were appointed accordingly. 

+ A dix G ^^^ work allotted is not beyond the power of 

* each individual to perform. A statement "f* showing 

the charge allotted to each patwari is herewith annexed. The wages 
of these individuals will be realized from the zaminddrs at the rate 
of one ana in the rupee on collections, and will be collected with the 
revenue. They will be examined by the Deputy Collector as to their 
fitness for the office, two months, at their request, having been allowed 
them to prepare. 

30. The mode of remuneration of chaukidars has been by money 
payment throughout the parganah. This has been adhered to. The 
amount received by them has hithei-to been paid by the zaminddrs, and 
that very irregularly. The arrangement now made will ensure the 
chaukidar Rs. 3 per mensem, levied at the rate of one ana on 
each house, which appears to have been the most general system of 
collection, to be realized by the mdlguzdi^ monthly, and disbursed by 
the Magistrate. This arrangement will put a stop to the numerous 
complaints that have been preferred by these village servants of non- 
payment of their wages ; the old servants have been retained. The 
amoimt collected will allow on the average of one chaukiddr to sixty 

. . d' H houses. A statement J is herewith annexed show- 

' ing the number of chaukidars appointed to each 

village. A balahar or " khabar-rasan " has also been appointed by the 

zaminddrs ;.he is to receive 10 or 12 sers of grain from each zammd^, 

or a money payment of three or four anas as may have been agreed on. 

31. The amount to be realized on account of '' malbah " has been 
fixed at 5 per cent of jama. The proprietors ( not lambardars ) were very 
clamorous at the small amount fixed, as they said that from this source 
they derived their profits, and that now they were not better oflT than 
the assdmis. In lieu of the privilege of realizing malbah at their 
pleasure, there has been allowed to the proprietors a profit generally 
of 5 per cent, on the jama, to be collected with the jama and other 
expenses, independent of 5 per cent, remuneration to lambardars. All 
parties were satisfied with this an*angement. 

32. In bolehddri villages the proprietors have been allowed 50 
per cent, on the Government jama; this appeared desirable, as all 
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assdmis on investigation were found to be residents of upwards of ten 
years, or kadimi, and therefore entitled sto hold at fixed rates, so that 
unless a fair provision was made for the proprietors they could not 
have been sufficiently protected against any contingencies. Moreover, 
they had no immediate prospects of an enhancement to the present 
profits till they brought the bangar land into cultivation and settled 
other assdmis. 

33. I have endeavoured, to the best of my ability, to carry out the 
instructions commiinicated to me from time to time ; and although I 
have no doubt there may be many imperfections, I trust that my 
proceedings generally will meet with sanction and approval, and that 
it will not be considered that any unnecessary delay has occurred in 
submitting this report. ^ I intimated to you that I hoped it would be 
submitted early in May, but the preparation of the papers has taken 
a longer time than I anticipated. 

P. S. — With reference to the mauzawar general remarks by 
Collector at the foot of statement No. 11, I beg to forward a return 
showing the value assumed at average rent rates and " at deduced rent 
rates, " as submitted with my letter No. 47 dated 6th October 1852. 
The first value was taken down from the patwdii's paper. 



From G. T. Harvey, Esq., Officiating Agent and Commissioner 
Dehli, to Captain R. Robertson, Superintendent Bhattidna, 

With reference to your letters as per margin, 

I have the honor to forward, for your informa- 

No.45,3l8tMayi853. tion, copy of the late Sir T. Metcalfe's report* 

No. 62, 14th July. ^^ ^j^^ g^^^^ BosLTd, On your settlement of parga- 

*No. 376, 19th August ^^^ Darbah, and of their letter f furnishing copy 
1863. of their address to Government, on the above 

subject. 

tNo. 363, 19th Octo- 

You will observe that the Board say "for 
communication to the Superintendent;** so you 
will not act on the Board's suggested emendations until we receive 
the orders of Government. 



From Sir T. Metcalfe, Agent and Commissioner Dehli, to the Sadr 
Board of Reve^iv^, North- Western Provinces. No, 376 dated 
l^h August 1853. 

I have the honor to submit the statements of the settlements con- 
cluded by Captain R. Robertson, Superintendent of Bhattidna, of par- 



1 
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ganali Darbah, under ihe orders conveyed in the memo, on tlie BLatti 
territory by His Honor the Lieutenant (Jovemor. 

2. Though but 44 villages appear in the statements, the pargaiiah 
comprized 57, but at the time of transfer from Hiss^ to Sirsa 13 estates 
were retained. 

3. The native survey of this parganah was commenced in February 
No. 320 dated 9th 1852, and closed in July of the same year, 

August 1852. The Board will remember that I raised objections 

to these khasrah measurements on the score of the larger total area 
and. area of cultivation than found in the volume of the professional 
survey. These questions having been statisfactorily disposed of by 
the Board on receipt of my inspection report of the parganah in the 
beginning of the present year, Captain Robertson hastened to complete 
his assessment, and I lay the results before the Board. 

4. The total area of the parganah Ls 214 scj^uare miles, or 138,509 
acres, of which 107,275 acres are entered as cultivated, and on this area 
the sum of Bs. 10,718 is fixed as the jama to the end of settlement. 

5. It is difficult to say if even this comparatively moderate jama 
will be realized. If we judge from the past fiscal history of the par- 
ganah, it may be concluded that it will not, for the average collections 
of the past 10 years were no more than Rs. 9,977. 

6. It is possible, however, that owing to the improvement of the 
parganah and the increase of population, the full amount may be 
realized if favorable seasons follow each other in succession. The ques- 
tion here is to provide for the uniform payment of the jama in seasons 
good and bad. 

7. Captain Robertson has endeavoured to meet the circumstances 
of the parganah by making a deduction from the cultivated area of 5 
per cent. This is but proper, as without this deduction his proposed 
jama would have exceeded the highest demand imposed upon the par- 
ganah for the past 10 years, and would have been in excess of the 
average collections by about a fourth. 

8. Further, this step was also just with reference to the unusual 
area cultivated while the parganah was being measured ; such an extent 
of crops had not been seen there for many years, and was the result of 
the favorable rainy season. 

9. The nature of these crops too would justify the Settlement 
Officer in this step, for probably not more than one-half eyer arrived 
at a state of maturity owing to the sandy soil upon which they had been 
sown. Whole acres of this sort of land, being covered with khanf 
stalks, were of course included by the amins as cultivated. This I had 
occasion myself to observe on purtalling som)e of the fields. 
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10. I had objected to the clauses in the settlement misls provid- 
ing that patwaris should receive their salaries through the Collector's 
office, as opposed to the Board's rule. No. 133 dated 17th July 1846. 
But Captain Robertson quotes the authority of the printed settlement 
misl in favor of the clause, and proves clearly enough how expedient 
the retention of the said clause is, from the fact of the numerous appeals 
made by patwdris for their salaries in arrears three and four years. 
I had therefore not enforced my original order to expunge the clause at 
first objected to. 

11. The payment of a bakhshi to collect the village chaukiddri 
throughout the parganah is unusual. I have already objected to this 
measure in the Wattu parganah. But should the Board deem it 
unobjectionable, the bakhshi may be continued. 

12. I conceived that the Settlement Officer had nothing to do in 
recording the 17th clause of the wdjib-ul-arz authorizing payment by 
every marriage procession of 8 anas to a begdri. 

4 „ to a chaukid^. 

32 pice to a barber, &c. 

10 pice to a brahman. 

The Superintendent, however, informs me this is founded on custom, 
and a remuneration for services performed in the village. I have 
therefore not interfered with this clause. 

13. This is the conclusion of Captain Robertson's first settlement 
and the Board will, I am sure, agree with me in opinion that he 
deserves every credit for the research, care, and ability with which he 
has conducted his proceedings, and brought them to a satisfactory close, 
and that in a much briefer period than ordinary. 

14. Captain Robertson, in the 15th para of his letter No. 62 dated 
14th ultimo, renders but justice to the merits of his able tahsilddr 
Badri Dds, and I am glad to take this opportiinity of bringing this 
individual to the notice of the Board. 

15. No appeals against Captain Robertson's assessments have 
been made. 



From H. "W. Hammond, Esq., Secretary Sadr Board of Revenue, 
K W. Provinces, to G. F. Harvey, Esq., Offg. Commissioner 
Dehli Division, No. 353 dated Agra, the l^th October 1855, 

Present : 

E. A Reade, Esq., Senior Member. 
C. C. Jackson, Esq., Junior Member. 

With reference to yoiir letter No. 3 dated the 11th January last, 
I am directed by tiie Sadr Board of Revenue to forward, for commu-i 
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nication to the Superintendent of Bhatti&na, a copy of their address to 
Government, dated the 12th instant, No. 1121, respecting the settlement 
of parganah Darbah. 

From H. W. Hammond, Esq., Secretary Sadr Board of Hev&nu^ 
N, W. Provinces, to the Secretary to Goveimment -y. W. JProvince»^ 
No. 1121 dated Agra, the 12th October 1865, 

Present : 

E. A. Reade, Esq., Senior Member. 
C. C. Jackson, Esq., Junior Member. 

I am directed by the Sadr Board of Revenue to submit the 
accompanying settlement report and statements of parganah Daj*bah, 
in the Bhattidna district, and to offer the following remaj^ks for the 
consideration of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor. 

2. Parganah Darbah is the south-eastern angle of Bhattifina, 
bordering with Fattiabdd of zillah Hissdr, from which it was 
transferred, and the Bikanir territory. 

3. It originally comprised 57 villages, of which 13 were retained 
in zillah Hissdx at the time of the transfer in 1838, and now contains 41 
inhabited and 3 uninhabited villages. 

4. The population has of late years considerably increased 
especially by immigration from Bikanir, where the rate of assessment 
is much higher. 

5. The soil is sandy throughout ; there are no diversified features > 
the whole tract is dependent on the season, having no artificial means 
of irrigation, and a scanty supply of wells with sweet water. 

6. This parganah was included in the professional survey of 1840^ 
when the boundaries were set up, and no disputes were found at the 
late interior measurement. The triple points have been marked with 
blocks, and the separative line with Bikanir by pillars of masonry 
which should be annually inspected and kept in repair. 

7. Khasrah measurement was effected by amins, and, as the 
result has shown, under careful superintendence. The Commissioner, 
adverting to the vast increase of cultivation compared with the result 
given in previous professional survey, suspected fraud, and for some time 
suspended operations, but a partial and personal verification removed 
these misgivings. 

8. The measurements were made during a season of great pros- 
perity, when all the land that could be cultivated was sown or broken 
up, and 107,275 acres of cultivation out of 138,509, total area for a 

parganah in Bhattidna, shows a proportion that 
♦Para. 23 of his report, naturally excited questions. The Superintendent * 

has judiciously regarded this as exceptional, and 
deducted one-fifth from the whole extent in calculating the assessment. 
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9. The principle of the revised assessment is fully explained in 
paras. 21 and 26 of his report ; and although the adherence to one fixed 
rate per bigah throughout a whole parganah, without advertence to 
previous assessment, and with little regard to the fiscal results of former 
years, may appear objectionable, especially as it involves both large 
increment and reductions, yet it has borne the test of some experience ; 
for, through subsequent seasons of varying character, the whole of the 
Government demand has been realized without any balances or coercive 
measures. 

10. The former jamas afforded no criterion, for they were fixed 
by the native officers on rough estimates of existing crops. Nor can 
remissions allowed in past years be considered generally a fair test, 
especially where it had tecome a part of the revenue system to allow 
remissions annually. Too much and too little remission in different 
estates must unavoidably be the result of the system, especially where 
the district officer has no effective, well-paid, and trustworthy establish- 
ment to aid in the operation. 

11. Tlie result of the revised assessment is an increase in 16 

and a decrease in 28 
villages, showing a net 
decrease in the former 
jama of Rs. 2,462. Some 
of the alterations, it 
must be acknowledged, 
are startling— the exam- 
ples noted in the margin 
for instance, but, as 
above stated, experience 
has justified the Supdt.'a 
assessments ; and on the 
one hand in the case 
of large enhancements, 

there is still the fact that the revenue rate is one ana per bigah, and 
in those of similarly large reduction the jamas of past years have never 
been realized, and there have been no appeals, 

12. Respecting proprietary and other rights of members of the 
village communities, there is some ambiguity in the Superintendent's 
report, which has been cleared up on scrutiny of the settlement misla 
^ent for inspection. The proprietary tenure is declared throughout 
to be pure zaminddri, though the term of bhyachara recurs in more 
than one passage of the report. 

13. From these settlement files it appears that the proprietors, 

Para. 7 of Superintend- ^^^ ^^ styled biswaddrs have an interest in the 
ent'B report. profit and loss of every portion of the mahal ; and 

though in the majority of mahals there is severalty 
of occupation, there is no severalty of interest. If the under-tenants 
are of the class styled boted^r who pay rent, and have no vote in th^ 
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expenditure, that rent is at common stock divided amongst tliQ 
biswaddrs according to their shares after paying the Govemmenii 
demand and other expenses of management, and 18 of ^he 44 village^ 
^e stated to be in this predicament. On the others which are called 
l^hyachdra, the Government demand and village expenses, in the 
regulation of which proprietor and tenants have a voice, are realized 
by a bach levied on all equally according to the e:^teiit of land 
cultivated by each individual. 

14. This bach is described in the compacts of settlement to be-r-: 



Jama 
Road fund 
LambardAri 
Biswadari 
Malbah 



1 a^ia per bigah. 
\ per cejit. 



^W of which is to be collected into one fund from which the jama, road-: 
fund, and village expenses are to be paid, and the residue shared by the 
biswadars by biswas ; or, if deficiency arise, the latter will mai^e up the 
balance according to their biswa shares. 

» 

15. The rights of the inferior classes of the village communitieai 
Paras. 10 to 13 of Sup- ^PP^^^ ^^ have been determined authoritatively 

^rintenaent's report. by the Superintendent. Those who have occupied 

for 10 years are heredita^ tenants, those whq 
have held for less term as assamis jadid, the former having the option 
of subletting, the others not allowed this privilege, and neither having 
the power of transfer. Inheritance in both cases follows on residence 
upon the estate ; ai^d in a district where the people generally are of^ 
unsettled habits^ this rule appears unobjectionable. The persons stylecj 
t^enants-at-will are those who hold from year to year, and the number of 
^uch is stated ^o be only 36 in the whole pargapah. 

16. Heretofore it seems that any party, whether proprietor ot 
tenant, had the privilege of breaking \ip the waste. The right of 
assignment or occupancy belongs to the biswadto ^only, but it is^ 
provided in the compact that resident ^en^iits shall have the preference 
to strangers. 

17. In th^s compact the rule regarding succession to vacaiiti 
lambarddris requires amendment ; it is provided that if the lambar* 
dars are childless, the rightful party shall succeed. Jt would be better 
^0 determine the election by suffrage, 

18. And another article of the compact binds the biswadars to 
Para. 12 of C5om. respect rent-free parcels, though siuch have bee^ 

missioner's letter, " declared invalid. If this is not a clerical error, it 

should be disallowed, pome exceptions m^y alsq 
be taken to the fees awarded in marriages, which rather belong \q the 
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fcategoiy of soil usage than village management, but the Coinmissiondif 
Qoes not object to it. 

19. Sufficient provision has not been made for the village patwari 
Para. 29 of report ^^ ^^ instaiices. The distribution of patwdris 

appears judicious,. but the rate in lio case exceed^ 
^4, and in oiie case is as low as 29. The remuneration has been fixed 
at 6^ per cent, on the collections, and paid from the tahsildari. 
The Superintendent may be able, in the cases of deficiency, to bring up 
the amount to the minimum of Rs. 60 ; it is not anticipated that it will 
be necessary to request any sacrifice ofGovemmeut revenue to obtain 
this result; 

20. The rural police is sufficiently, if not more than sufficiently 
Para. 30 of report strong, the chaukid^ri establishment involving 

* an expeiise of Rs. 1,949, which is collected l3y a tax 
bn each house ; certain brahmans and other parties who have had the 
privilege heretofore being exempted. The amount of .contribution 
provides also for the reniiineration of a bakhshi. This is unobjectionable. 

21. A usag6 has been established or recognized regarding supplies, 

Para 28 of report, ^^^ ®^^^ proceeds of which are to be devoted to 

village improvements. The idea is a novel one, 
but it is to be commended as dispensing with interference of police 
tod' chaprasis. . It is not stated, but must be supposed, that unsold 
Jstores lapse to the owners* 

22. With the exception of the questioned articles in the settlement 
Compact and the deficient remuneration of certain patwaris, there 
appears to be no reason to object to the confirmation of this settlement. 
The proceedings of the Superintendent have been subject of much 
discussion and some doubts, especially with reference to the mutations 
m the assessment, and some pf the provisions are doubtless not well 
suited to a district where land is valuable and returns are certain ; but 
the rule of settlement in Bhattiana must be a very moderate demand^ 
which can be realized in all seasons, and close attentioli has been paid 
to this principle. 

23. The SuperintendcDt merits commendation for his industry 
knd care in the settlement, which- has been closely tested; 



From S. Frazer, Esquire, Agent and Commissioner Dehli, to 
Captain R. Robertson, Superintendent Bhattidna, No. 133 dated 
10th January 1856; 

' ' ' 

*No. 4 dated 1st ^^ continuation of Mr. Harvey's lettei" 

January 1856. Nd. 3122 dated 29th October last, I have the 

t No. 3823 A dated ^onor to forward copy of one from the Sadr Board,"*^ 

fe2nd Deceirtber 1866; and the Orders of Government"!- on their report 

± No. 1121 dated 13th <^fy<^r settlement ofparganah Darbah, copy of 

October* which last J has already been supplied to you. 
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2. Government sanction the revised jamas for 20 years fitml 
1853-54, and suggest some excisions from the settlement compact, and 
emendations, which you will be so good as to carry into effect. 

3. I shall feel obliged by your informing me when the further' 
settlement reports inay be expected. 



From H. W. Hammond, Esq., Seej/. Sadr Board of Revenue, iT. 
TT. Provinces, to S. Frazer, Esq., Commissioner JDehli 
Division, No. 4 dated Agra, 1st January 1856* 

Present : 

« 

E. A. Reade, Esq., Senior Membei'. 
C. C. Jackson, Es<q., Junior Member. 

Referring to Mr. Harvej^'s letter No. 138 of 3rd May 1855, and 

to previous correspondence, I aln directed t>v the 

Kc^ml dTd"lTth .^^^^ ^^.^^*^ ^f Revenue to forward, for your 

October 1855. infoiTiiation, and for transmission to the Superin- 

Government order tendent of Bhattiana, copies of Board's address 

Dece'mbLlssf "^ ''""^ ^^^ ^^ ^'^^ ^^^^^ ^f Government, marginally noted, 

confirming the settlement of parganah Darbah for 
a period of 20 years from 1853-54, 

2. The attention of the Superintendent should be particularly 
directed to paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Government orders directing the 
omission of the restriction on the sale of biswahs, and of the positive 
prohibition against the alienation of tenant right. The substitution 
of a clause providing for the eviction of cultivators on their neglecting 
to pay a balance proved against them, in lieu of that entered in the 
wdjib-ul-arz, is also directed in paraorraph 5 of the Government order 
and should be duly attended to. The clause prescribing fees to be 
leived at marriages should be erased from the wajib-ul-arz, as ordered 
in para. 8, in concuirence with the opinion expressed by the Board. 

3. The Board expect shortly to receive the settlement reports of 
parganahs Sirsa and Rori ; the settlement misls of several villages 
in which a progressive jama has been engaged for were inspected by 
the Junior Member on his late visit to the district, and appeared open 
to no objection ; and, with reference to extensive wastes or hangar lands 
occasionally extending to two-thirds of the village area, the directions 
given by the Junior Member for settling as separate irahals these tracts 
for which distinct engagements had been taken by you as khiraniabddi, 
or dakhili villages, should be attended to. 

4. The additional establishment of six Moharrii^ at Rs. 16 per 
mensem for six months, sanctioned by the Junior Member, wDl, it 19 
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presumed, enable the Superintendent to complete the settlement 
records of pargaaiah Rania Bursail within that period. 

5. Regarding parganah Wattu more detailed direction will 
he sent, and the Board await a report of what has been effected 
towards the settlement of the parganahs Malout, Mah^jani and 
Gudah, 



From Hk W» Hammond, Esq., Secretary Sadr Board of Revenue, 
N. W. Provinces, to W. Muir, Esq., Secretary to Government 
N. W. Provinces, No, 1121 dated 12th October 1855. 

Copy supplied with No. 3122 dated 29th October 1855. 



Prom W. Muir, Esq., Secretary to Government N. W. Provinces, to 
H. W. Hammond, Esq., Secreta7*y Sadr Board of Revenue, 
N. W, Provinces, No. 3823 A dated Head-quarters Camp 
Palwal, the 22nd December 1855, 

m 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters noted in 

Ko. 1121, dated 13th October, with ^^e margin connected with the 
enciosuies. settlement oi parganah Darbah, zil- 

No. 1300 „ 30th November. „ lah Bhattiana. 

No. 1333 „ 11th December. „ 

2. The Lieutenant Govemoi* observes that the nature of the soil 
and advantages of position throughout this parganah are stated to be 
Uniform. The application, therefore, of an unvarying rate of settlement, 
viz., one ana per bigah, may be allowed as appropriate, and is approved 
accordingly. The principle has indeed occasioned many remarkable 
changes both in decreasing and increasing the assessment. But the 
result involving a reduction of revenue from Rs. 13,183 to Rs. 10,721, 
being founded upon a basis which is clearly moderate, affords every 
assurance that the revenue presses nowhere heavily, and the experience 
of the two past seasons gives confidence that in the new assessments a 
punctuality of collection will be attained such as has been hitherto 
unknown. The revised jamas are accordingly sanctioned for a period 
of 20 years from 1853-54. 

3. The very general and strict prohibition of the sale of biswaddri 

rights, as noted in the margin, the 
" The biswah of the village shall Lieutenant Governor would omit from 

"Ll^ontnttf'XtVi'coTrr" the administration paper. It is probably 

beyond the mtent of the people, as 
its effects might sometimes be to stop the pow^r of sale altogether. 
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4. His Honor would also omit the condition noted in the 

margin, which absolutely interdicts 

" The assamis of the village the sale of their holdings by the culti- 

-rTn^med'S^crrprcrrne! vators. The practice of sale of rights of 

" and the proprietary right rests in OCCUpancy, when of A fixed character,- 

«* the biswadire. " might then grow tip or not, as the conve- 

nience and interests of all parties might, 
in the progress of general improvement, be found to recommend. 

o. The provisions lioted niarginally 
"Such of the assAmis as may from entiy 13 of the first wajib-ul-arz 

"^h'S^n^scaUh^fiei^rLu. are vague and inappropriate. It should 
«'tute a summary suit for the re- be stated Simply that the <5ultivator8 

" covery ot the balance ; but should ^iU }jq liable tO evictlOii oil their 

"c'eJdis^Slf'iTriirK neglecting to pay a balance proved 
" punishment. " against them in the summary court. 

6. In the boledari villages tiie rent of* the Cuitivators lias beeii 
fixed at 50 per cent, on the Government demand. It should be under- 
stood that this is not a final and absolute rate in ev6ry instance, but 
only the general standard which has been fixed at the settlement, and 
which is liable to fiuctuation, or elsewhere from causes applicable to 
the particular case, or from compact between the zaminddrs and 
cultivators* 

7. It is not usual to enter in the wdjib-ul-ar^ the detail of any 

mdfi land which the zaminddr may 
Section 15 of the ist and 16 of have released in favor of individuals. It 

the 2nd wajib-ul-arz. -^j^^ ^^ p^^p^^ ^^ ^^^^ a» to all sucb 

personal grants by the zatninddrs, that if the settlement should b6f 
At any time annulled, these lands will be liable to full rent, 

8. The Lieutenant Governor concurs with the Board tliat it is 
p^a 18. ^^^ necessary to enter in administration 

paper the detail of fees to be taken upon 
marriages, 

9. With reference to your 19th paiia., regarding tfie inadequate 
Remuneration of patwdris, your sutsequent letter No. 1333 dated the 
llth instant has conveye^d the satisfactory assurance that the halqa- 
bandi arrangements have been completed, so that there is now no 
patwari remunerated at less tfcan Rs. 60 per annum. 

10. The system of providing a maintenance for the J)olice by n 
house tax, as explained in your 20th para., is approved. 

11. The prrohibitioii against the cutting down of trees, referred 
to in the correspondence submitted with your letter No. 1121 dated 
the 12th October, is stated to have received the sanction of the late 
Lieutenant Governor, and, under the peculiar circumstances of the 
district, is approved. 
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12. The Lieutenant Governor concurs with the Board in recording 
his favorable opinion of the exertions and intelligence shown ty 
Captain Robertson in the operations now reported, and he is gratified 
in anticipating thftt the same important benefits of a low assessment, 
capable of being realized in all ordinary seasons, and of the secure record 
of rights, both cultivating and proprietary, will, by the continued energy 
iand deligence of that officer, be shortly extended to every portion of 
his district. 

13. Points regarding the settlement of other parganahs of the 
district have been discussed at the conference recently held with the 
Board at Dehli, and th0 views of the Lieutenant Governor expressed 
pn them. 

14. The enclosures of your letter are returned, copies of such as 
pire required having been kept for record. 



prom Captain R. RoBERTSOi^i Superintendent Bhattidna, to Simon 
Fraser, Esq., Agent and Commissioner Dehli, No. 100 dated 
1st October 1856. 

I have the honor to submit the records of setttlement of the 
Memo of the Hon'bie the Lieutenant Go- villages comprizing parganah 

yernor N. W. Provinces, d^ted 12th January Rori, prepared agreeably to 

^^f • . Q ^ 1. ^ . t. XT w Regulation IX of 1833 by 

Secretary Sadr Board of Revenue, N. W. xi, ° j rxi. i a t • x a 

Provinces, No. 68 dated 5th March 1852, receiv- ^^^ Orders ol the late Lieutenant 
jBd with Agent and Commissioner's No, 771 dated Governor and the Sadr Board, 
pth Marcl^ 1852, ^ p^P margin. 

2. Parganah Rorl was confiscated in 1847 from the R£jah of 
J^abha, ai^d iQCorporated with this district. 

3. By orders, as per margin, 

Commissionei's letter No, 1908 dated the seven of these villages have 
pist M^y ^856, ^d an^exu^e8, y^^^^ transferred to the Mah^- 

rdjah of Patidla. 

4, I had completed the settlement of this parganah previous to 
transfer, and should have submitted these papers with those of parganah 
3irsa had it not been for the proposed transfer. 

5, The area of this parganah, as it now remains, is 48 square 
jniles. It is bounded on the east and north by the Pati&la territory, 
on the south by the Pati&la territory and parganah Sirsa, and on the 
-^est by parganah G6dah, 

6, When the tract was confiscated, it was stated to contain 15 vil- 
lages, but there were also two small parcels of land ( uninhabited ) which 
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hxd always been in the possession of the zammdars of mauzah Thiraj, 
p irganah Gudah, and are now classed as separate estates — Chak Thiraj 
iialan and Chak Thiraj Khui'd. 

7» A dispute of long standing had existed between the chiefs of 
Ndbha and Patiala with reference to the boundaries ; this dispute was 
definitely decided by Mr. Greathed in 1848-49, and pacca pillara 
were erected under the direction of that officer. There were no disputes 
relative to boundaries within the parganah itself or with the neighbour', 
jng parganahs Giidah and Sirsa. 

8. The total population of this parganah, according to the census 
made by measuring amins, amounts to 4,002 souls, about 83 to a 
square mile. The average cultivation per male adult is 9 acres ; tha 
population principally consists of Bhattis and Sikhs. There are three 
Bhatti villages — Pannehari, Panga and Musahibwala. 

9. Those who held pattas from the Rajah of Nabha have been 
recognized by me as the proprietors, with such parties as they may 
have named as their coparceners, and such as have otherwise obtained 
proprietary title. There are two imperfect pattiddri, one bhyachdra, 
and seven zamindari villages in this parganah. The lambardars held 
pattas granting them a certain number of " ghumdos " ^ of land rent-free 
as remuneration from the Raj. They preferred their claim for a conti- 
nuance of this grant, but have referred to correspondence in Major 
Thorsby's time. I ascertained that when Major Thor.-iby made the 
settlement of certain villages of parganah Giidah after they became 
British possession, this claim was disallowed, and a remuneration at a 
percentage on the jama substituted instead thereof. I have followed 
the same rule ; and in all the villages where the proprietors realize na 
profits fi-om the cultivation, remuneration has been allowed to lambar- 
dars at the rate of 5 per cent, on the jama to be realized from the villages 

10. In the 22nd para, of my letter No. 39 dated 28th March 1856-, 
reporting on my settlement proceedings in parganah Sirsa, I remarked — 
" the banks of the river Ghaggar in parganah Rori are high, and 
consequently the lands are not fully flooded until the stream haa 
advanced into the district and reached high land, which impedes its 
progress, and so allows the water to rise. " This remark had reference 
principally to the villages that have been transferred to the Mahdrdjah 
of Patiala. The remarks on the concluding portion of the para, above 
quoted apply equally to the villages that have been retained in thia 
parganah, which are flooded by the Ghaggar. 

11. From the time these estates came into British possession, 
to period of settlement the lands have been held kham, i. e., the revenue 
has been collected on the supposed actual cultivation, at the rates of 
two anas per Government bigah of rohi land and twelve anas per 
bigah of sothar. 

A ghumko is equal to one acre. 
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12. The result of my proposed jama is somewhat in excess of the 
average amount collected during seven years ( memo, annexed ). I have 
already explained in my reports on parganahs Sirsa and Darba the system 
that was in force, that no measurements were made of the cultivation, 
but that the tahsil officials merely reported that in their own opinion 
there was a certain extent of cultivation, and that a certain extent had 
been destroyed by drought, &;c. Now that the lands have been mea- 
sured, and the correct cultivated area has been ascertained, the 
assessment has been made according thereto, and in certain villages 
where the waste lands were extensive, I have lightly assessed them 
The above will account for the increase on average collections. 

13. My proposed jama for the first year amounts to Rs. 3,514, 
which will progressively increase to the fifth year, when the jama 
will remain at Rs. 4,008. 

14. The rate of assessment of the lands of this parganah flooded 
by the Ghaggar has been fixed at six anas per bigah, on the principle 
and for the reasons stated by me in my report on parganah Sirea. The 
sothar land of the villages retained are subject to the same flooding 
and the same destruction of crops. 

15. In one village, Shamgarh, the system of bat^i prevails, but 
no accounts were procurable. In all the other village on the Ghaggar 
the revenue is collected by equal bach at the Government rates. 

16. Captain Robinson made the settlement of two villages,* and 

♦ MirpdrandBaudrfi. ^""^^ *^« f?*\on the rohi lands at four 

anas per bigah, which rate he purposed 
fixing throughout the parganah. The soil is certainly of a superior 
quality to that of Sirsa, and a rabi crop (barley) is occasionally 
produced if rain fall late in September or^ early in Octobei-, 
and is followed by the mahdwat ; but being of opinion that this rate 
was too high, and could not be realized annually, the monsoons being 
uncertain, I have fixed the rates on the rohi lands at two anas three 
pie per bigah, being an increase of half an ana on the rates fixed in 
parganah Sirsa. The rent rates vary from four to five anas per 
bigah, so that my settlement rate is about half of the rent rate. 

17. There are two patwAri circles in the parganah. The old 
patwaris having qualified themselves, as required, in Nbgri, and the 
Panjabi system of measurement has been retained. The wages of 
these servants wiU be i-ealized from the zamind^rs at the rate of one 
ana per rupee on collections, and will be collected with the revenue. 

18. The remuneration to chaukidars is to be in money, and their 
wages collected with the Government revenue and paid through the 
Magistrate. Rori Khas is a large Qasbah. The provisions of the new 
Act might with advantage be extended to this Qasbah, 

N 
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^ 19. Tlie balahar of each village is to receive ten or twelve sdrs of 
grain from each zamindar annually. 

20. The collections have been made for the past two yeara agree- 
ably to the jamas fixed, and realized without difficulty, notwithstanding 
that the seasons have not been very favorable. The measures hav§ 
been tested, and, I trust, will meet with approval. 



^wm S. Praser, Esq., Agent and Commissioner Dehli, to Captain 
R. Robertson, Superintendent Bhattidjia, i^o, 1517 dated DehlL 
tU Sth May X857, 

With reference to yqur letter No. 106 dated 11th November last;^ 

♦ No. 148 dated 2nd April. ^ ^^Jl .^^^..^^5^^ to enclose copy of i^y 

report * to the Sadr Board, and the orden^ 

t No. 203 dated Xst Ma^. ^f the Board f and Government, on youp 

settlement of parganah Rori. 

2. Be good enough to furnisl^ the xnfonjqation required by superior 
l^uthority on points indicated. 



From S. Fraser, Esquire, Agent and Commissioner Dehli, to the 
Sadr Board of Revenue, North-Western Provinces, No. 148i 
dated Vehli, %nd April 1857, 

I have the honor to submit the aettlen^ent report and statement^ 
of parganah Rpri, Zillah Bhattiana, 

2. There are but 10 villages of this parganah, the jamas of 
which were Rs. 3,587 in the last year of settlement ; it is proposed to 
raise them to Rs. 4,008 in the fifth year of the revised settlement up 
to the year 1873-74. 

3. There is much difficulty in arriving at any judgment upon 
this settlement. I have so much confidence in Captain Robertsou's judg-. 
ment that I assumed he had well weighed the probability of realizing hia 
new assessments, although he must look to a great increase of settlers and 
cultivation to make good the demands. Captain Robertson urges that 
the present jamas of all the villages in the parganah were in excass of 
the amount of collections for seven years, but he is fully satisfied ; the 
assessment is light, and there will be no difiiculty in realizing tho 
revenue if successive seasons of drought do not occur. 



( 01 ) 

4. I have not pressed any alteration in the statements in regard 
i-KT to riQce to the non-observance of your Board's rules * in 

♦No. 18 of 1855. 1 1 i* Ji: i j.\. i t • 

calculating the several cesses, those rules having 
been circulated subsequently to the preparation of the statements. It 
in ay be assumed the observance of these rules is the less necessary 
since the rental assets could not be ascertained, though Captain Kobert- 
feon believes the rent rates to vary from four to five inas on rohi land, 
and his settlement rate is about a half. 

5. The present measurements of all these estates, except Malrij 
p - are rather in excess of the previous ones, — a fact 

variously accounted for by inequalities of surface, 
klienations, &c.; but as all the new measurements were purtalled, I did 
not object to pass the bills for amins' wages. No external boundary 
disputes resulted from the increased areas, as was likely to have been 
the case if land had beeii absorbed by our villages from any of the 
adjoining parganahs. Mn Qr^athed's limits of 1848-4}9 are still defined 
by the masonry pillars then erected. 

6. The Superintendent did right in rejecting the claims of 
p^g^ g the lanlbard&,rs to rent free slips allowed them 

by th^ Ndbha Chief, and in assigning them a 
j)ercentdge instead, as had been previously done by Captain Thorsby. 

7. I remarked nothing in the jecord of rights and liabilities that 
bppeared to call for to expression of opitiion. 

8. The patwdris have been fairiy provided for, as their salaries 
will average Rsj, 125, and it is satisfactory to be able to state that, 
though old hands, they have qualified themselves in Ndgri and the 
Panjabi system of nieasurenient. 

9i Iii eight di trie Villages chaiikidars are appointed at salaries of 
JRsi 2 or 2-S. RemurLeration to baldhars varies from five to ten sers 
per house of gid^iiii er from five to ten sers per plough. The poverty 
of the people can scarcely yield a higher salary to the chaukidars, or 
I should be glad to have procured it for them as likely to promote 
efficiency i 

10. Wheii last at Sirsa 1 consulted with daptain Robertson on 
the results of this settlement, and had every reason to be satisfied with 
the exposition of that gentleman's views. 



Fram W. H. Lowe, Esq., Ojfficiating Secretary Sadr Board of Revenuet 
-ST. W, Provinces, to S. Fkaser^ Esq., Commissioner Dehli 
Division, No. 203 dated Agra, 1st May 1857. 

Present : 

W. Muir, Esq., Offg. Junior Member. 

With reference to your letter No. 148 dated 2nd April 1857, 1 
am desired by the Sadr. Board of Revenue to forward copy of their 
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address to Government, No. 455 dated 17th April, and of the orders of 
Government, No. 2717 dated 25th instant, confirming the settlement 
of parganah Rori, and to call your attention to paragraph 3 of the 
latter. 



\ 
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From W. H. Lowe, Esq., Ofg. Secy. Sadr Board of Revenue, N. W. 
Provinces, to C. B. Thoknhll, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Go- 
vernnient NoiiJi- Western Provinces, No. 455 dated Agra, l7th 
April 1857. 

Pkesent. 

E. A. Reade, Esq., Senior member. 
W. Muir, Esq., Offg. Junior Member. 

By direction of the Sadr Board of Revenue, I have the honoi* 
to submit, for the orders of the Honorable the Lieutenant Governor, the 
settlement report and appendices of Parganah Ron, Zillah Bhattiana. 

2. This small parganah, since the late transfer to Pathali, 
Cultivated acres 13,870 Consists of only ten viUages. The total area is 
Fallow „ 15,748 31,011 acres, of which 13,870 are cultivated, and 
Barren „ 1,393 15,748, though rated as culturable, are fallow. 

Total area "dim ^^® population is very scanty, being only 4,002^ 

or 83 per square mile. 

3. The Board do not quite understand Captain Robertson's 
statement in paragraph 9, that he has assigned a lambardari. allowance 
of 5 per cent, "where the proprietor realize no profits from the 
cultivation, " but he will be called on to explain this. He was quite 
right, however, in abolishing the privilege of rent-free lands held by 
lambardars. 

4. The parganah came into our management in 1847, and was 
held kham till the present settlement took effect in 1854. The average 
annual collections under the direct system were only Ks. 2,877. The 

proposed jama is for the first year Rs. 3,514, rising in five years to 
Rs. 4,008. Captain Robertson has shown in his 12th paragraph that 
the former collections are no sound criterion of what the parganah 
can pay. 

5. After all, in so peculiai a country we must trust especially to 
the judgment and discretion of the settling oflScer, and Captain 
Robertson has not hesitated repeatedly to express his conviction that 
these villages are even now under-assessed, and we may be safely guided 
on this as on previous occasions by the Superintendent. 

6. There is no necessity to dwell upon the principles of assess 
jj^ent, as they a,re the same as those for Sirsa. 
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7. On looking at the vernacular misl of Mauza Mallar, the 

l>atti Jhandu and Sahibii 1,177-15 ^e^"^, .^^4 ^^^t there are two thokes 
Ladhfi ... ... 662-11 With division ol land, as per margin ; 

Common to both pattis 1,262-17 yet statement III shows the whole 

Total area 3 103-3 ^ ^^ undivided zamind&ri estate. 

The attention of the local authorities 
will be called to this discrepancy. 

8. The Board recommend the settlement for sanction. 



From C. B. Thornhill, Esq., Offi/yiating Secretary to Government 
North'West&rn Provinces^ to W. H. Lowe, Esq., Offg. Secy. Sadr 
Board of Revenue, North-Western ProvinceSy No. 2717 dated Agra, 
2oth ApHl 1857. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 455 
dated the 17th instant, submitting, with the Board's remarks, the 
settlement report and appendices of parganah Rori, Zillah Bhattiana, 
and in reply to state that the Lieutenant Governor is pleased, as 
Jrecommended, to confirm the settlement of the parganah, the aggre- 
gate amount of the assessment being for the first year Rs. 3,514, then 
rising gradually till in the fifth year it reaches Rs. 4,008, and remain- 
ing fixed at that for fifteen more years, or till 1873-74. 

2. Every confidence may justly be placed in the local know- 
ledge and the discretion of Captain Robertson, and he refers, in the 
last paragraph of his letter of the 1st October last, to the satisfactory 
evidence of the suitableness of the jamas as adjusted by him, which is 
afforded by the fact that the collections had been made according to 
them for the past two years, and had been realized without diflicmty. 

3. The Board will have the goodness to submit, for the 
information of Government, the explanation which may be received 
from Captain Robertson as to the principle noticed in your 3rd 
paragraph, on which he has assigned the prescribed allowance of 6 
per cent, to the lambardars of villages. 

4. The original enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. 



From J. H. Oliver, Esq., Deputy Commissioner Sirsa, to the 
Commissioner and SupeHnteiident Hissar Division, No. 52 
dated 26th May 1858. 

With reference to my letter No. 40 dated the 17th instant, regard- 
ing settlement records of this district, I regret to inform you that the 
orders of Government and other documents relating to the settlement 
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address to Government, No. 455 dated 17th April, and of the orders of 
Government, No. 2717 dated 25th instant, confirming the settlement 
of parganah Ron, and to call your attention to paragraph 3 of the 
latter. 



From W. H. Lowe. Esq., Offg. Secy. Sadr Board of Revenue, JV. W. 
Provinces, to C. B, Thorkhll, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Go- 
vernment Noi-tlirWeatern Provinces, N'o. 455 dated Agra, 17th 
April 1857. 

Phesent. 
E. A. Reade, Esq., Senior member. 
W. Muir, Esq., Oifg. Jimior Member. 

By direction of the Sadr Board of Revenue, I have the honor 
to submit, for the orders of the Honorable tho Lieutenant Governor, the 
settlement report and appendices of Parganah Ron, Zillah Bhattifina, 

2. This small parganah, since the late transfer to PathalJ, 

roitivated acres 13 870 consists of only ten viUages. The total area is 

Fallow „ iBj+s 31,011 acres, of which 13,870 are cultivated, and 

Barron „ 1,393 15,748, though rated bb culturable, are fallow. 

Total area 31011 ^^^ population is very scanty, being only 4,002, 

or 83 per square mile. 

3. The Board do not quite understand Captain Kobei-tson'a 
statement in paragraph 9, that he has assigned a lambardari allowance 
of 5 per cent, "whei-e the proprietors realize no piofits from the 
cultivation," but he will be called on to explain this. He was quite 
right, however, in abolishing the privilege of rent-free lands held by 
lambardars. 

4. The parganah came into our management in 1847, and was 
held kham till the present settlement took eflect in 1854. The average 
annual collections under the direct system were only Rs. 2,877. The 
proposed jama is for the first year Rs. 3,514, rising in five years to 
Rs. 4,008. Captain Robeiison has shown in his I2th paragraph that 
the former collections are no sound criterion of what the parganah 
can pay. 

5. After all, in so peculiai a country we must trust especially to 
the judgment and discretion of the settling officer, and Captain 
Robertson has not hesitated repeatedly to express his conviction thab 
these viUages are even now under-assessed, and we may be safely guided 
on this as on previous occasions by the Superintendent. 

6. There is no necessity to dwell upon the principles of aiftl 
jj^ent, as they are the same as those for Sirsa. ■ .. t^ 
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7. On looking at the vernacular misl of Mauza Mallar, the 
ratti Jhandu «nd SahiM 1,177-16 S?^'^.^?'? that there are two thokea 
Ladhd ... ... 662-11 With division 01 land, aa per margin; 

Common to both pattiB 1,362-17 yet statement III ahows the whole 

Total area 3 103.3 ' OS an undivided zamind^ estate. 

The attention of the local authorities 
will be called to thla diacrepan<y. 

8. The Board recommend the settlement for aanction. 



From C. B. Thobnhill, Esq., Officiating Secreta/ry to Oovernment 
Ji^oi-th-Westetm Provinces, to W. H.Lowe, Esq., Offg. Secy. _8adr 
Board of Revenue, North-western ProvUices, No. 2717 dated Agt-a, 
2Dtk Ap^-ii 1857. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 455 
dated the 17th instant, submitting, with the Board's remarks, the 
settlement report and appendices of parganah Rori, Zillah Bhatti^na, 
and in reply to state that the Lieutenant Governor ia pleased, aa 
recommended, to confirm the settlement of the parganah, the aggre- 
gate amount of the assessment being for the first year Rs. 3,514, then 
rising gradually till in the fifth year it reaches Rs. 4,008, and remain- 
ing fiked at that for fifteen more yeai-s, or till 1873-74. 

2. Every confidence may justly be placed in the local know- 
ledge and the discretion of Captain Robertson, and he refers, in the 
last paragraph of his letter of the 1st October last, to the satisfactory 
evidence of the suitableness of the jamas as adjust«d by him, which is 
afforded by the fact that the collections had been made according to 
them for the past two years, and had been realized without difficulty. 

3. The Board will have the goodness to submit, for the 
information of Government, the explanation which may be received 
from Captain Robertson as to the principle noticed m your 3rd 
paragraph, on which he has assigned the prescribed allowance of 5 
per cent, bo the lambardfirsof villages. 

4. The original enolosures of your letter are herewith returned. 



From J. H. Oltver, Esq., Deputy Commissioner S'irsa, to the 
CoTtvmisswner and Superintendent llissuf XHvision, i\'o. 52 
dated %Qlh May 1858. 

With referenoe ^^^■'' VfctW No. 40 dated the 17th instant, regard- 
ing settlement re^ ^isirict; I regret to inform you tliat the 
orderii of GovaraiBfr' ^tflpsnta relating to the settlement 
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address to Government, No. 455 dated 17th April, and of the orders of 
Government, No. 2717 dated 25th. instant, confirming the settlement 
of parganah Ron, and to call your attention to paragraph 3 of the 
latter. 



From W. H. Lowe, Esq., Offg. Secy. Sadr Board of Revenue, N, TT. 
Frovincea, to C. B. Thornhll, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Go- 
vernment Ifoiih-Western Provinces, No, 455 dated Agra, l7th 
April 1857. 

Present. 

E. A. Reade, Esq., Senior member. 
W. Muir, Esq., Offg. Junior Member. 

By direction of the Sadr Board of Revenue, I have the honoi* 
to submit, for the orders of the Honorable the Lieutenant Governor, the 
settlement report and appendices of Parganah Roii, Zillah Bhattiana* 

2. This small parganah, since the late transfer to Pathali, 
Cultivated acres 13,870 consists of only ten viUages. The total area is 
Fallow „ 15,748 31,011 acres, of which 13,870 are cultivated, and 
Barren „ 1,393 15,748, though rated as culturable, are fallow. 

Total area ^1^ ^^® population is very scanty, being only 4,002, 

or 83 per square mile. 

3. The Board do not quite understand Captain Robertson's 
statement in paragraph 9, that he has assigned a lambardari allowance 
of 5 per cent, "where the proprietors realize no profits from the 
cultivation, " but he will be called on to explain this. He was quite 
right, however, in abolishing the privilege of rent-free lands held by 
lambardars. 

4. The parganah came into our management in 1847, and was 
held kham till the present settlement took effect in 1854. The average 
annual collections under the direct system were only Rs. 2,877. The 

proposed jama is for the first year Rs. 3,514, rising in five years to 
Rs. 4,008. Captain Robertson has shown in his 12th paragraph that 
the former collections are no sound criterion of what the parganah 
can pay. 

5. After all, in so peculiai a country we must trust especially to 
the judgment and discretion of the settling oflScer, and Captain 
Robertson has not hesitated repeatedly to express his conviction that 
these villages are even now under-assessed, and we may be safely guided 
on this as on previous occasions by the Superintendent. 

6. There is no necessity to dwell upon the principles of assess- 
jj^ent, as they a,re the same as those for SiiTsa, 
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7. On looking at the vernacular misl of Mauza Mallar, the 

l>atti Jhandu and Sahibii 1,177-15 ^?f,^^, .^^4 ^^^^t ther« ^re two thokes 

Ladhfi ... ... 662-11 With division ol land, as per margin ; 

Common to both pattis 1,262-17 yet statement III shows the whole 

Total area 3103-3 ^ ^^ undivided zamind&ri estate. 

The attention of the local authorities 
will be called to this discrepancy, 

8. The Board recommend the settlement for sanction. 



From C. B. Thornhill, Esq., Ojfficiating Secretary to Oovernmeni 
NoHh' Westeim Provinces, to W. H. Lowe, Esq., Offg. Secy, Sadr 
Board of Revenue, North-Western Provinces, No, 2717 dated Agra, 
2oth ApHl 1857. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 455 
dated the 17th instant, submitting, with the Board's remarks, the 
settlement report and appendices of parganah Rori, Zillah Bhattiana, 
and in reply to state that the Lieutenant Governor is pleased, as 
l-ecommended, to confirm the settlement of the parganah, the aggre- 
gate amount of the assessment being for the first year Rs. 3,514, then 
rising gradually till in the fifth year it reaches Rs. 4,008, and remain- 
ing fixed at that for fifteen more yeai-s, or till 1873-74. 

2. Every confidence may justly be placed in the local know- 
ledge and the discretion of Captain Robertson, and he refers, in the 
last paragraph of his letter of the 1st October last, to the satisfactory 
evidence of the suitableness of the jamas as adjusted by him, which is 
afforded by the fact that the collections had been made according to 
them for the past two years, and had been realized without difliculty. 

3. The Board will have the goodness to submit, for the 
information of Government, the explanation which may be received 
from Captain Robertson as to the principle noticed in your 3rd 
paragraph, on which he has assigned the prescribed allowance of 6 
per cent, to the lambardars of villages. 

4. The original enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. 



From J. H. Oliver, Esq., Deputy Commissioner Sirsa, to the 
Commissioner and SupeHntendent Hissdr Division, No, 52 
dated 26th May 1858. 

With reference to my letter No. 40 dated the 17th instant, regard- 
ing settlement records of this district, I regret to inform you that the 
orders of Government and other documents relating to the settlement 
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from which it appears that in 15 years iif^ watei's only ftix times reached 
the western extremit}' of tlie district. The Thanks of the stream in Sii-sa 
are lower than in parganah Rori ; Imt whilst this affords the gi-eater 
chance of fertilization, it at the same time exposes the cro}>s to destruc- 
tion from untimely floods. Watering fn)m wells is veiy scarce, as the 
depth of the water lies at 80 to 14() feet from the surface. The kharif culti- 
vation consists of 8(),05i), rahi 9,891). For the unirrigated lands tlie 
rent rate is assumed at 2 anas (3 pie per Government bigah, and the 
revenue rate somewhat less than tw,o-thirds of that sum. In the tract 
towa;rds the Ghaggar and near Sirsa the rent rates are estimated from 
3^ to 4 anas per Government bigah, and revenue rates at 1 ana and 
9 pie and 2 anas per bigah has been determined for the kharif 
area of Sii-sa Khas, which is more than ordinarily productive. For the 
flooded lands of the Ghaggar, Captain Robertson, after due consideration, 
has lixed G anas per bigah, which will no doubt be easily paid, obviate 
remissions, and induce the zamindiii^ to use their exertions for the full 
cultivation of the land, and prevent loss by the untimely floods. In 
the low lands of 15 villages rice crops are cultivated, which have been 
assessed at 1 nipee to 1 rupee 12 anas })er bigah, ai)parently with 
judgment and care. For the uniirigable lands Captain Robertson has 
fixed the same rate as for the sothar lands, G anas ; where the banp-ar 
lands are extensive, a progressive demand lias been made. Board see 
no objection to the formation of separate villages from the excess waste 
lands of three of the villages ; and if strangers be admitted, a nialikana 
can be allowed to the proprietors on the principles of Regulation VII of 
1822, Secticm VIII. Consider it advisable to introduce the system in 
parganah Rania also, as proposed by Cai)tain Robertson, as it is calcu- 
lated to reclaim waste land and to discourage cattle-lifting and other 
predatory habits of the pe()])le. The general result of the assessment 
is Rs. 2G,554, being Rs. 1,838 less than the average of the last fiive 
years ; but the interescs of the Government have been consulted, as for 
the last ten years the average of collections has been only Rs. 19,584. 
In the statements Nos. II and III the ultimate as well as the first years 
jama should have been entered ; the omission will be supplied. The 
arrangement of patwari's halqas is satisfactory. The orders of Govern- 
ment on the Darba settlement have been duly attended to, excepting- 
that relating to the clause i)rohibiting the sale of tenant tenures, on 
which subject it is stated that a reference had been made to Govei-n- 
meiit. Consider tlie arrangement for the village police satisfactory. 
The measurements of the amms in 1853-."):1< show an increase of 
Rs. 14,485 above the area of the professional survey in 1840-41, which 
amounted to only Rs. l,7-),849, which is nearly 8 per cent. The real 
cause of the discrepancy has not been ascertained, but the measurements, 
it appears, have been carefully tested. Tlie vernacular misls have been 
carefully examined, and the Board forvv^ard a note, compiled by the 
Offg. Member, of the results. Recommend confirmation of the settle- 
ment, and commend Captain Robertson for the care and judgraent 
dis])layed in its completion. 
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from wliieli it appoarw tliat in 1 5 yafim its watci-s only ftlx times i-oacliod 
tli(! WL-Htoni cxtv.^mitj- of tin' district. Thi> Ijr.nks of tlio stmniii in 8ii-sa 
mv- hiwm- tlifiii in ])anfaiin,h llori ; lait wliil:it tJiin atiiiniy tia- gi-cater 
clianci: iif fiii'tilizatinn, it at tlio fianio time oxjiosus thu cn.\tH to ilestruc- 
tion from untiniuiy llond-i. Watiiring fixmi wdls is very scarce, as the 
ilcpthof the wntt-r licsat HI) to UO foot fnmi thu surface, the kharif culti- 
vation consist! of H(i,(J.'t!), raLi 9,SS)9. For the unirrigatecl lands the 
rent rate is (Uisuniud at 2 anas ti pie per Govenmient bfgah, and tho 
revfiine rate somewhat let^a than tw.o-thiitls of tliat sum. In the ti-act 
towards the Gha^ar and near Sir.^a tho rent rates ai-e estimated from 
aj to + ana-s jicr Govornmcnt bigali, and revenue rates at i ana and 
!) ])io and 2 anas jior bigah has been determined for the kliarif 
ai'ea of Sii-wa Kliiis, whieh is moi-o than ordinarily ])i-oductive. I'or tlio 
Hooded landw of the Gliaggar, Captain Uobertson, after due considemtion, 
liaH lixod (> ana-s per biyali, whieli will no doulit l>e eatiily paid, obviate 
iviniHsioiis, and induce the zanimdiirs to use their exertions for tiie full 
eiiltivati'in of the land, and pi-event loss by the untimely floods. In 
tho low lands of l.'i ^-illaj^os rice crops are cultivated, which have been 
asseM.sod at 1 nipee to I nipce 12 anas per bigah, ai)parently ^vith 
judj,iiK'nt anil care. For the unimgable land.s Captain Robertson has 
lixed the same rate as for the sotliar lands, G anas ; where the liangar 
lands; aiv e.xt^'nsivo, a jjroj^vssivu demand has buen made. Board see 
no objectinn to the fonnation of separate villages fram tlie excess waste 
lands of thii'o i>f the villages ; and if straiigei'.-i be admitted, a miilikana 
eiui be allowed to the piiipi'ietois on tho principles of Regulation VII of 
1S22, Section VIII. Consider it advisable to intro<.hice the system in 
parganah iljinia al;;o, a.t projiosed by Captain Rnbertson. as it is calcu- 
lated to i-cflaim wa^^te liiiid and to discourage cattle-lifting and other 
jiredatorv habits of the people. The general result of the assessment 
is Rs. 2(>,-")."»i, U'ing Rs. l.H-SS less than the avei^geofthe last five 
years ; bnt the interesfs nf liu' (.inverninent have been consulted, as 
the last ten yeai-s the avi'i'itge uf cnllectionH has been only Rs. iy,5 
In the statements Noa. 11 and III tho ultimate a.swella,^y»6 flrBt-j" 
jama hIiouUI Imvo been entered; th,> omisiiifin wDl i"> iiii^i-lioA. 
avmiigcnient <if ]),atW(iri'N JiaJij! 
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from which it appears that in lo years its waters only six times reached 
the western extremity of tlit* district. Tlie banks of the stream in Sii-sa 
are lower than in ]jar[ranah llori ; hut whilst tliis afibrds tlie gi'eater 
chance of fertilization, it at the same time exposes the cro})s to destruc- 
tion from untimely floods. Watering from wells is veiy scarce, as the 
depth of the water lies at SO to 14() feet from the surface. The kharif culti- 
vation consists of 8G,()5J), rabi 9,899. For tlie unirrigated lands the 
rent rate is assumed at 2 anas G pie per Government bfgah, and the 
revenue rate somewhat less than tw.o-thirds of that sum. In the tract 
towards the Ghaggar and near Sirsa the rent rates are estimated from 
3^ to 4 anas per Government bigah, and revenue rates at 1 ana and 
9 pie and 2 anas per bigah has been determined for the kharif 
area of Sirsa Khas, which is more than ordinarily productive. For the 
flooded lands of the Ghaggar, Captain Robei'tson, after due considei-ation, 
has lixed G anas per bigah, which will no doubt be easily paid, obviate 
remissions, and induce the zammdiirs to use their exertions for the full 
cultivation of the land, and prevent loss by the untimely floods. In 
the low lands of 15 villages rice crops are cultivated, which have been 
assessed at 1 rupee to 1 rupee 12 anas per bigah, aj^parently with 
judgment and care. For the unirrigable lands Captain liobeHson has 
fixed the same rate as for the sothar lands, G anas ; where the hangar 
lands are extensive, a progressive demand ha,s been made. Board see 
no objection to the formation of separate villages from the excess waste 
lands of three of the villages ; and if strangers be admitted, a malikana 
can be allowed to the proprietoi^s on the princi})les of Regulation VII of 
1822, Section VIII. Consider it advisable to introduce the system in 
parganah Rjinia also, as proposed X)y Captain Robertson, as it is calcu- 
lated to reclaim v/aste land and to discourage cattle-lifting and other 
predatory habits of the people. The general result of the assessment 
is Rs. 2G,554, being Rs. 1,838 less than the average of the last five 
years ; but the interesfs of the Government have been consulted, as for 
the last ten years the average of collections has been only Rs. 19,o84<, 
Iri the statements Nos. II and III the ultimate as well as the first year's 
jama should have been entered ; the omission will be supplied. The 
arrangement of ])atwiiri's halqas is satisfactory. The orders of Govern- 
ment on the Darlja settlement have been duly attended to, excepting 
that relating to the clause i)rohibiting the sale of tenant tenurer;, on 
which subject it is stated that a reference had been made to Govern- 
ment. Consider the arrangenient for the village police satisfactory. 
The measurements of the amms in 1853-54* sliow an increase of 
Rs. 14,485 above the area of the professional survey in 1840-41, which 
amounted to <mly Rs. 1,75,849, which is nearly 8 per cent. The real 
cause of the discrepancy has not been ascertained, but the measurements, 
it a,ppears, have been carefully teste;!. Tlie vernacular misls have l)Gon 
carehilly examined, and the Board forward a note, compiled by the 
Ofl'g. Member, of the results. Recommend confirmation of the settle- 
ment, and connnend Ca})tain Robertson for the care and judgment 
dis])layed in its completion. 
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from whicli it appears that in 15 years its waters only six times reacliecl 
the western extremity of tlie district. The l^anks of tlie stream in Sii*sa 
are lower tlian in pan^anah Rori ; but whilst this aflbrds tlie gi-eater 
chance of fertilization, it at the same time exposes the crops to destruc- 
tion from untimely Hoods. Watering fi'om wells is very scarce, as the 
depthof the water liesat 80 to 140 feet from the surface. The kliarif culti- 
vation consists of 8G,0o9, rabi 9,890. For the unirrigated lands the 
rent rate is assumed at 2 anas G pie per Government bigah, and the 
revenue rate somewliat less than tw.o-thirds of that sum. In the traot 
towards the Ghaggar and near Sirsa the rent rates are estimated from 
3^ to 4 anas per Government bigali, and revenue rates at 1 ana and 
9 pie and 2 anas per bigah has been determined for the kharif 
area of Sirsa Klijis, which is more than ordinarily productive. For the 
flooded lands of the Ghaggar, Captain Robertson, after due considei-ation, 
has fixed G anas per bigah, which will no doubt be easily paid, obviate 
remissions, and induce the zamindai^ to use their exertions for the full 
cultivation of the land, and prevent loss by the untimely floods. In 
the low lands of 15 villages rice crops are cultivated, which have been 
assessed at 1 rupee to 1 rupee 12 anas per bigah, ai)parently with 
judgment and care. For the unirrigable lands Captain Robertson has 
fixed the same rate as for the sothar lands, G anas ; where the hangar 
lands are extensive, a progressive demand has been made. Board see 
no objection to the formation of separate villages from tlie excess waste 
lands of three of the villages ; and if strangers be admitted, a mtilikana 
can be allowed to the proprietoi-s on the principles of Regulation VII of 
1822, Section VIII. Consider it advisable to introduce the system in 
parganah Rania also, as proposed hy Captain Robertson, as it is calcu- 
lated to reclaim v/aste land and to discourage cattle-lifting and other 
predatory habits of the people. The general result of the assessment 
is Rs. 2G,554, being Rs. 1,838 less than the average of the last five 
years ; but the interesfs of the Government have been consulted, as for 
the last ten years the average of collections has been only Rs. 19,o84<. 
In the statements Nos. II and III the ultimate as well as the first year's 
jama should have been entered ; the om^ission will be supplied. The 
arrangement of jiatwtiri's hal(|as is satisfactory. The orders of Govern- 
ment on the Darba settlement have been duly attended to, excepting 
that relating to the clause prohibiting the sale of tenant tenures, on 
which subject it is stated that a reference had been made to Govern- 
ment. Consider tlie arrangement for the village police satisfactory. 
The measurements of the amins in 1853-54 show an increase of 
Rs. 14,485 above the area of the professional survey in 1840-41, which 
amounted to only Rs. 1,75,849, which is nearly 8 per cent. The real 
cause of the discrepancy has not been ascertained, but the measurements, 
it appears, have been carefully tested. The vernacular misls have been 
carefully examined, and VaQ Board forward a note, compiled by the 
Ofi'g. Member, of the results. Recommend cr>nflrmation of tlie settle- 
ment, and commend Captain Roljeitson for the care and judgment 
dis])layed in its completion. 



